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A STATEMENT 
OF PURPOSE 


It is the desire of the sponsors 
and editors of NEW OUT- 
LOOK that this publication 
serve as a medium for the 
clarification of problems con- 
cerning peace and cooperation 
among all the peoples of the 
Middle East. It will therefore 
be open to the expression of 
opinions, however diverse, that 
have that general aim in view. 
NEW OUTLOOK will strive 
to reflect those aspirations and 
accomplishments in the eco- 
nomic, social and cultural fields 
that are common to all the 
peoples and countries of the 
area and could, given the 
elimination of frictions and 
animosities, flourish and _pro- 
duce an ever greater abundance 
of well-being and happiness. 
The Editorial Board of this 
publication comprises a broad 
cross-section of trends and 
views, Jewish and Arab, in Is- 
rael, and it is entirely independ- 
ent in discharging its task. The 
views and opinions expressed 
in NEW OUTLOOK by editors 
and contributors alike are their 
own. The sponsors of this 
monthly are in agreement with 
its general aim, but they are 
not pledged to identify them- 
selves with specific ideas ex- 
pressed in its pages. 
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Readers Answer Our Appeal... 


Attached please find my check for a sub- 
scription for the magazine, I am sorry that 
I cannot afford to give a larger sum, but I 
would like this to be an expression of my 
support. I shall also try to obtain new 
subscribers. 

In my opinion the existence of the journal 
is of great importance and we must do all 
we can to help it continue, 

The Knesset, Jerusalem MOSHE UNNA 


Thank you very much for your kind 
letter. I hope you will overcome the dif- 
ficulties you have, 

Is it not possible for you to try to get 
from every subscriber you have a promise 
that they will place five or ten subscribers ? 

If you think this will help you, I am 
quite willing to help you, for my part, 

Enclosed I send you a copy of a wire to 
Jerusalem this week. 

Rotterdam, HENRY VAN LEEUWEN 


As you can imagine, I was extremely 
sorry to learn of the difficulties NEW 
OUTLOOK is having at the moment. I hope 
that all turns out well in the end, and have 
pleasure in sending you a small donation 
towards the funds, I wish it could be more. 
ANTHONY WEDGEWOOD BENN, M.P. 
House of Commons, London 

(Additional letters on page 64) 
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HERZL'’S CENTENARY 


heodor Herzl founded the Zionist move- 

ment as an instrument for settling Jews 
in Palestine. This instrument later led to 
the inception of Israel, the Jewish State. The 
world today is full of national leaders who 
bring their peoples independence. However, 
although the work done by Herzl resulted 
in the creation of a state, as did all the 
other national movements, first in Europe 
and later in Asia and Africa, Herzl’s task 
was different from that of Masaryk or 
Gandhi, Nkrumah or Abdul Nasser. For the 
leaders of “normal” nations, of people living 
in their own country, the task was clear- 
cut: to fight the alien ruler and bring to 
the top the representatives of the indigenous 
people. Herzl’s task was much more com- 
plicated: he had first of all to obtain the 
possibility of returning the Jews to Pales- 
tine whence they had originated. 

This appeared to many of his contemporar- 
ies — Jews and Gentiles alike — not only 
a herculean task but a utopian one. What 
is more, when he started the Zionist move- 
ment at the turn of the century liberalism 
reigned supreme. Nobody yet envisaged a 
world torn by two world wars, ridden by 
rampant nationalism and overshadowed by 
the atom bomb, If, despite all this, Israel 
exists today, a hundred years after Herzl 
was born, this is a sign of the strength of 
the forces which gathered round this man. 

Herzl was a newspaperman in Vienna who 
was more interested in literature than in 
politics, He became aware of the Jewish 


problem only when he covered the notorious 
Dreyfus case, which revealed anti-Semitism in 
France, From then on he acted as the self- 
appointed representative of the Jewish people, 
writing books and pamphlets about his idea 
of a Jewish State. His scheme was de- 
ceptively simple; he maintained that anti- 
Semitism appeared wherever there were too 
many Jews. Let us give them a place of 
their own, and that would draw off those 
Jews who want to go home and so relieve 
the pressure on the others. He presented 
his scheme to the leading diplomats of the 
world and to the rich and powerful among 
the Jews, and called together the first Zion- 
ist Congress in Basle in Switzerland. 

Palestine was then a province of the Turk- 
ish Empire, and Herzl believed that he could 
get a charter from the Sultan to turn it into 
a “national home for the Jewish people.” 
He did not succeed; he spent his whole 
fortune on his endeavors; he died young and 
disappointed. Before he died he had written. 
among other things, a utopian tale about 
Palestine as it would be when settled by 
the Jews. 

Looking back today at Herzl’s centenary 
to this book, ““Alt-Neuland,”” two main points 
stand out: first, Herzl had not the slightest 
notion of the cultural renaissance which was 
to be bound up with Zionism and furnished 
the movement with one of its strongest driv- 
ing powers. “Nobody can even ask for a rail- 
way ticket in Hebrew," he once said, and he 
took it for granted that the Jews would adopt 
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English as ‘their language when. they returned 
to Palestine. Secondly, he had no clear image 
of Palestine as a country where Arabs lived 
and had lived for centuries, He was con- 
cerned with obtaining diplomatic support in 
Istanbul, London and Paris and from the 
German Kaiser. He did not — and could 
not — have a premonition of Arab national- 
ism as it developed with the dismemberment 
of the Turkish Empire. In his utopian novel 
he talks about the Arabs, and takes it for 
granted that in the Jewish State they will 
mot only have the same rights as_ their 
Jewish brethren, but that they will also 
join actively and joyfully in the develop- 
ment of the country. The Jewish hero of 
the novel and a Palestinian Arab are very 
good friends, and nothing is further from 
the thoughts of both than a clash of in- 
terests between the two peoples, 

Looking back today, in the light of the 
experiences of half a century of wars, upon 
the vision of the founder of the Zionist 
movement, it is easy to regard his optimism 
as the fruit of his age. He lived at a time 
when immigration was free all over the 
globe, when people had not experienced a 


major war for many decades, It was the time 
when modern techniques began to open up 
new possibilities for the masses and de- 
mocracy was on the move as one of the 
main social forces. Nobody yet dreamt about 
the atom bomb. 

Herzl’s liberalism also played a major role 
in his vision of economic life in his new 
State. He depicts a country in which the 
spirit of the cooperative movement ushers in 
a new age, in which people order their lives 
in voluntary associations and thus prevent 
the evils of exploitation, The flag of the 
new country shows seven stars as a symbol 
of the seven hour working-day proclaimed 
in the land, In this respect, perhaps more 
than in any other, Herzl proved a true 
prophet. The Zionist settlers did all they 


could to develop cooperative villages and 
succeeded. Today, people from the ‘new 
countries” come to Israel to learn about 


cooperation. Is it too much to hope that 
with patience, goodwill and understanding 
the cooperation between Jews and Arabs 
which Herzl took for granted will become 
more than a pious wish ? 

Gi. 


TURKEY'S TROUBLES 


hat is behind the disturbances in Istan- 

bul and Ankara ? The official view 
propounded by the Turkish Government and 
the press of the ruling Democratic Party is 
that the students’ demonstrations were isolated 
episodes, and did not represent the opinion 
of the majority of the Turkish people. 
According to this view, the students were 
led astray by the People’s Republican Party 
and its press, which stressed the role played 
by the South Korean students in the struggle 
against Syngman Rhee. There is also a 
tendency to explain the timing of the riots 
(April 28 and 29) as a deliberate plan 
by the leaders of the People’s Republican 
Party to discredit Mr. Adnan Menderes’ 


government in the eyes of the NATO foreiga 
ministers. 

It is, of course, only natural that the 
government which has the dubious pleasure 
of suppressing revolts or putting down riots 
tries to diminish the political and_ social 
importance of such events. On the other 
hand, it is quite probable that the victory 
of the anti-Syngman Rhee revolution in 
South Korea had a psychological impact on 
the minds of the students at Istanbul Uni- 
versity and led them to believe that, just 
like their Korean colleagues in Seoul, they 
would be able to force Mr. Menderes’ and 
his government's resignation, Indeed, the de- 
monstrators in Istanbul and Ankara fought 
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the police shouting “hurriyet’ (freedom) and 
“Menderes resign.” However, unlike the Ko- 
rean students, they did not succeed in obtain- 
ing the support of hundreds of thousands of 
the populace; as far as is known, Mr, Men- 
deres has no intention of resigning. 


No one would deny that the popularity 
of the Democratic Party is far from universal. 
In the elections of October 1957 the “De- 
mocrats” did not succeed in gaining more 
than 48% of the vote, but owing to the 
“peculiarities” of the Turkish electoral system, 
they obtained 420 seats in parliament — 
more than two-thirds of the total of 620. 
Moreover, according to the openly expressed 
complaints put forward by the opposition, 
the Democrats received their 48% only as 
a result of direct pressure on the voters and 
even falsification of the election results in 
some important places. 


Prime Minister Adnan Menderes’ policy of 
rapid industrialization combined with a heavy 
military budget led, in 1955, to inflation, 
a steady rise in prices and a foreign exchange 
crisis. American economic aid proved in- 
sufficient and ineffective. In order to meet 
these difficulties. and to stop or at any 
rate slow down the inflation, the govern- 
ment was forced to cut raw material imports 
for the newly-developed industries and to 
restrict its public works program, This policy 
succeeded in arresting the rise in prices, but, 
on the other hand, produced large-scale un- 
employment. One should also note that in 
recent years there has been a growing 
tendency towards rural migration to the 
towns, a factor that largely contributes to 
the increase of social unrest and pressure. 


The failure of the government's policy 
enhanced the prestige of the People’s Re- 
publican Party, which did its best to 
strengthen its position in anticipation of the 
next elections. Let us remember that this 
party is, historically, the Kemalist Party, 
founded after the first World War, by Ke- 
mal Ataturk, the father of modern Turkey. 
According to Ataturk, the Turkish people 
would have to pass through a long period 
of development before becoming ready to 
adopt the Western multi-party system. 


- 


One could say that Kemal Ataturk was 
the first theoretician of the “guided de- 
mocracy” ideology now prevalent in countries 
like Indonesia, Pakistan and Iraq, Kemal 
and the other leaders of the People’s Re 
publican Party thought, just like Sukarno, 
that an underdeveloped Asian country cannot 
suddenly go over to free capitalist develop- 
ment and investment, ‘“‘Etatism’’ was one of 
the chief dogmas of Kemalism, In 1950, the 
Turkish State still controlled more than 80% 
of the capital investment in the country. 
Even today, although the Democratic Party 
government which came into power in 1950 
had an anti-étatistic program, a major part 
of Turkish industry is still directly or in- 
directly controlled by the government. 


In 1946, the leadership of the People’s 
Republican Party decided that the time had 
arrived to set up a modern multi-party 
parliamentary system and the Democratic Party 
came into being. Until then Mr. Celal 
Bayar, the present president of the Turkish 
republic, Mr, Adnan Menderes, the present 
premier and other leaders of the Democratic 
Party belonged to the People’s Republican 
Party. It is true that the Democratic Party 
dropped some of Kemal Ataturk’s views. 
They are against étatism and have granted 
greater freedom to the Moslem clerical 
circles, They argue, however, that this policy 
is in accordance with the spirit, if not the 
letter, of Kemalist nationalism, As a matter 
of fact, this policy is undoubtedly connected 
with the fact that the Kemalist revolution 
failed, in many respects, to achieve its aims. 


Turkey remained a country with a pre- 
dominantly agricultural population piously 
attached to Islam; the government of Adnan 
Menderes pays special attention to the 
support of its rural electors. It seems that 
because of this support the People’s Re- 
publican Party did not succeed in under- 
mining the foundations of the Democratic 
Party's rule, Turkey’s mainly illiterate peasant 
population does not consider it important 
whether the press is free, or restricted — as 
it is today — by the policy of the Ankara 
government, It is also fairly certain that the 
inhabitants of the Turkish villages, who do 
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not have the remotest idea why the students 
of Istanbul and Ankara are fighting and 
being killed, do not lose much sleep over 
the law passed by the National Assembly 
giving special powers to a commission in- 
vestigating the “subversive” activities of the 
People’s Republican Party, 

This is why the victory of the People’s 
Republican Party in the near future seems 


most unlikely. The rule of the Democratic 
Party, based on contempt for the principles 
of “pure” parliamentary democracy, is un- 
fortunately no political ‘“‘accident’” but is 
inevitably connected with the inclination to 
“guided democracy’ now popular in many 
underdeveloped Asian and African countries, 


DOV EPPEL 


LEBANON GOES TO THE POLLS 


he citizens of Lebanon will go to the 

polls shortly to elect a new Parliament to 
replace the one chosen three years ago, On 
April 14, a new electoral law went into 
effect, a law which is not radically different 
from the existing one, but which does con- 
tain a number of innovations for Lebanese 
democratic procedure, The most outstanding 
of these changes is the increase in the num- 
ber of members of Parliament from 66 to 
99. The elections will take place between 
June 12 and July 6, and will be carried 
out in stages, according to regions and 
election districts. The decision not to hold 
elections on one day throughout the country 
was apparently made so as to make it 
possible to maintain order during the elec- 
tions in each district. 

The number of members of Parliament was 
increased by one third in order to satisfy 
the demands of all the communities and 
religions and the important personalities of 
these groups, in accordance with the un- 
written constitution which has determined the 
political status and rights of the various 
communities since Lebanon won her in- 
dependence in 1943. 

According to the new electoral law, the 
Maronites, who form Lebanon's largest and 
most influential single community, will re- 
ceive 30 seats (20 in the present Parlia- 
ment); the Sunni Moslems will receive 20 
seats (instead of 14); the Shi'i Moslems — 
19 (instead of 14); the Greek Orthodox — 11 


(formerly 7); Greek Catholic — 6 (4 for- 
merly); the Druze the same — 6 (instead 
of 4); the Armenian Catholics and the Pro- 
testants, who are not represented in the pre- 
sent Parliament, are to have one seat each. 
All the other smaller minorities, including 
the Jews, have been given one seat, just as 
in the present Parliament, where they were 
represented by a member of the Chaldaean 
Christian community, 

The new Parliament will thus be com- 
posed of 54 Christians, 39 Moslems and 6 
Druze. The elections, as we have said, will 
be regional, the country this time being 
divided into 26 election districts, Controversy 
over this division was aroused only by the 
problem of determining the election districts 
for the city of Beirut, According to the 
former law the city had been divided into 
two districts, but this division had not 
been made along religious lines and both 
districts contained a mixed electorate of 
Christians and Moslems. Now the Moslems 
insisted that one district be fixed to be com- 
posed mainly of members of their community, 
so that they could choose their own repre- 
sentative. In the previous elections such 
pan-Arab candidates as Said Salam and Ab- 
dullah al.Yaffi failed to win seats, since the 
Christians voted for Moslem candidates favor- 
ing Lebanese independence. 

The Christians of Beirut opposed the 
Moslem demand militantly, and the bitter 
dispute was settled by a compromise whereby 
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three districts were set up: one made up 
mostly of Sunni Moslems, the second of 
Christians of various communities, and the 
third of a mixed Moslem-Christian popula- 
tion. 

The coming elections will again see a 
vigorous struggle between the supporters of 
pan-Arabism who look to Abdul Nasser as 
their symbol and ideal, and the protagonists 
of ‘Lebanon’s independence and Christian 
particularity, 

The Pan-Arabists, who are Moslems for 
the most part, though they do _ include 
Christians (usually not Maronites) in their 
ranks, want far-reaching ties with the U.A.R., 
while their opponents are ready for only 
a certain measure of friendly relationships 
between the two countries. 

The election atmosphere has already led 
to a number of incidents of violence, such 
as shooting and grenade throwing near a 
Maronite church at a time when the former 
President, Kamil Shamoun, was inside, and 
shots fired at former Premier Sami al-Solh’s 
car. 

The innovations in election procedure in- 
augurated by the new electoral law are, in 
reality, innovations only for Lebanon, whose 
democratic tradition is still relatively young. 
These innovations include the preparation of 
an election register, the present procedure 
having demanded only the presentation of an 
identity card, a system which inevitably 


made it possible for many voters to vote 
more than once. Beirut newspapers doubt, 
however, whether it will be possible to pre- 
pare the register in time. 

A second innovation is the installation of 
closed voting booths and the requirement 
that opaque envelopes be used, Until the 
present time there had been no_ great 
emphasis on the secrecy of the voting, 
which was often carried out under the eyes 
of the officials in the polling place, This 
did not, of course, encourage the voter to 
vote according to the dictates of his con- 
science alone. 

Observers of the Lebanese scene expect 
that the new Parliament will be composed 
of a majority supporting the continued in- 
dependence of the country, It is a mistake 
to believe that only the Christians and Druze 
favor Lebanese independence, Many of the 
Moslem leaders also support it, especially 
now, in the light of the Syrian-Egyptian 
unity experience, These Moslem leaders would 
like greater cooperation and closer ties with 
the U.A.R., which the Christians continue 
to suspect may lead to much more than 
cooperation and closer ties. It seems that 
the Maronites) who are the most fervent 
supporters of Lebanese independence, are 
more strongly united now than they were 
in the previous elections, 


MENAHEM KAPELIUK 








SIMHA FLAPAN 


BOYCOTT AND COUNTER-BOYCOTT — DEAD END 


F vervboey seems to be satisfied 
with the conclusion of the Cleo- 
patra affair: the U.S. trade unions, 
because they compelled the State De- 
partment to give assurances of its read- 
iness to investigate and to counter- 
act practices of the Arab boycott 
against American vessels and seamen 
blacklisted for visiting Israeli ports ; 
the State Department, because it manag- 
ed to longshoremen 
to end their strike and thus to prevent 
the spread of the Arab boycott against 
U.S. vessels throughout the Middle 
East and a total deterioration of Amer- 
ican-Arab President Nasser 
chose the 710th anniversary of the bat- 
tle at 


persuade the 


relations ; 
Mansura to draw a_ historical 
parallel in which Zionism and Imperial- 
ism replaced the Crusaders, while the 
Arab trade unions took the role of the 
victorious Arab army. The Cairo press 
saw a Zionist conspiracy in the strike 
of the New York longshoremen, and 
accused Mr. Ben-Gurion of engineer- 
ing the whole affair during his visit 
to the U.S.A., with the double aim 


of breaking the Arab boycott against 


Israel and preventing the further im- 
provement of American-Arab relations. 
The Israeli public is not aware of any 
evidence to support these accusations. 
It made no pretense, however, of hid- 
ing its sympathy and solidarity with 
the New York seamen’s strike, in which 
it saw a sign of world public opinion’s 
growing reluctance to acquiesce in the 
U.A.R. boycott against Israeli shipping, 
and drew satisfaction from the fact 
that the strike compelled the State 
Department to restate its adherence to 
the principle of freedom of passage 
in the Canal and its readiness to work 
for its realization, 

However, a sober assessment of the 
conflict would lead to the conclusion 
that there is in fact no reason for any- 
body to celebrate any victory. Every- 
thing has returned to its previous 
status, that of a dangerous deadlock 
over the problem of the Suez Canal, 
of the Arab refugees, of the arma- 
ments race and of the future of peace 
in the Middle East. 


If any lesson can be drawn it is 
that the boycott and the counter-boy- 














BOYCOTT AND COUNTER-BOYCOTT — DEAD END > 


cott alike are dangerous and costly, 
but entirely ineffective instruments for 
achieving political aims. 

The Arab boycott dates back to 
1945, when the Arab League introdu- 
ed it against ‘Zionist’ goods and pro- 
ducts, as a means of preventing the 
realization of the ‘Zionist aim’ to 
establish a “national homeland in Pa- 
lestine.” Later it developed into a 
whole system of prohibitions, restric- 
tions and counter-measures binding all 
Arab states in order to prevent Israel’s 
economic development and __ political 
stabilization and in order to enforce 
the implementation of the U.N. Pales- 
tine decision. The boycott was not 
able, however, to achieve its objectives, 
neither in the years preceding the 
U.N. decision and the establishment of 
Israel, nor afterwards. Despite the fact 
that the boycott decisions of the Arab 
League were faithfully and fully ob- 
served by all the Arab countries, Is- 
rael made long strides forward in 
both economic development and poli- 
tical stabilization. It is enough to cite 
a few facts: between 1948—1960 the 
total Jewish population in Israel grew 
to 1,880,000 and the number of settle- 
ments from 368 to 802. In 1959 ships 
unloaded 1,070,000 tons of goods and 
loaded 224,000 tons in Israeli ports ; 
in 1959 the respective figures were 
1,881,000 and 1,091,000 tons. From 
1948 to the end of 1959 the number 
of Israeli vessels grew from 8 to 45 
and their gross tonnage from 23,851 to 
343,335. Israeli exports increased from 
$29,600,000 in 1949 to $181,200,000 in 
1959 — the parallel figures for imports 
being $253,000,000 and $448,600,000. 


Similar growth can be seen in agri- 
cultural and industrial production, trans- 
port, housing, etc. As for political 
stabilization, it is enough to note that 
in 1959 Israel maintained normal 
political relations and exchanged di- 
plomatic representatives with 55 states, 
members of the U.N. 


This does not mean that the boycott 
does not cause Israel great difficulties. 
Israel has lost and continues to lose 
many millions every year, as a result 
of the sealing of the Suez Canal to her 
shipping and of the hesitation of many 
foreign firms to enter or continue 
economic relations with Israel for fear 
of reprisals in the Arab countries. 

The losses engendered by the boy- 
cott and the general state of hostil- 
ities have, however, not all been on 
Israel's side. In addition to those be- 
nefits which the Arab countries might 
have enjoyed from free contact with 
the Israeli consumers’ market and which 
they must now forego, we could list, 
among others, the difficulties caused by 
the present absence of a direct land 
route between the two parts of the 
U.A.R. 

But Israel’s losses could not prevent 
her dynamic development and the con- 
tinuous flow of capital and goods to her 
shores. As a matter of fact, the boycott 
itself has accelerated the development 
of certain industries and services, such 
as shipping and aviation, etc. Under 
these conditions it could hardly be 
expected that Israel's attitude towards 
the problem of the refugees would 
“soften’” and come nearer to that re- 
garded by the Arab states as a condi- 
tion for peace. If anything, this attitude 
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has become more inflexible, adamant 
and opposed to ‘‘compromises.”” The 
offers of partial repatriation of the re- 
fugees, once supported by large sections 
of public opinion, have been retracted 
and are now less popular. 


Counter-Boycott also Ineffective 

W hat has been said regarding the 

effectiveness of the Arab boycott 
may, however, be applied just as well 
to the tactics of counter-boycott. This 
has been demonstrated in the “Cleo- 
patra” case. The New York longshore- 
men received many messages of sym- 
pathy and support which proved that 
the Arab boycott against Israel, result- 
ing in blacklisting and discriminatory 
practices against companies trading with 
Israel, was causing growing indigna- 
tion throughout the world. But their 
initiative has not been taken up, nei- 
ther in the U.S.A. nor elswhere. 

While unable to achieve _ political 
aims, the boycott and the counter-boy- 
cott succeed in keeping tensions alive, 
in nourishing animosity and deepening 
the chasm. In short, they are instru- 
ments of the ‘‘cold war.” 

The failure of the boycott and the 
counter-boycott indicates that the na- 
tions of the world refuse to identify 
themselves with one of the conflicting 
parties. Because of this, any attempt on 
the part of the Jews or the Arabs to 
force the Great Powers, and not only 
the Great Powers, into a _ definite 
choice between Jewish or Arab friend- 
ship, is doomed to failure. Any power 
which has vital interests in the Middle 
East and is interested in peace must 
resist the pressure to choose and must 


favor the establishment of conditions 
which would obviate the need to 
choose. In this there is no difference 
between the U.S.A., the USSR. 
France or Yugoslavia, though tempor- 
ary interests may result in shortlived 
alliances. The State Department, de- 
spite its support of Israel’s right to 
shipping in the Suez Canal, made 
every effort not to allow the seamen’s 
strike to result in a crisis with the 
U.A.R. In the same way Mr. Mikoyan 
refused to be drawn into any clear-cut 
anti-Israeli statement during his recent 
visit to Iraq. Mr. Khrushchev’s regret- 
table refusal to meet Mr. Ben-Gurion 
was accompanied by an assurance that 
the Soviet Union strives for friendly re- 
lations with all the countries of the 
Middle East, without discrimination. 
Even France, notwithstanding Israel's 
partnership in the Suez campaign and 
her support in the U. N. for French 
policies on Algeria and the Sahara ex- 
plosions, is bent on normalizing her 
relations with the U.A.R. and with 
the Arab world as a whole. Friendship 
with Israel did not prevent France 
from supporting the Arab views in 
the U.N. on the refugee problem and 
the reactivization of the Palestine Con- 
ciliation Committee. Many more in- 
stances could be cited to prove that 
most of the states, great and small, 
refuse to be divided on the lines of 
the Israeli-Arab conflict and to “take 
sides” in an attempt to force a clear 
decision. However, the armaments race 
and the competition between the Great 
Powers for exclusive influence and po- 
sitions of power in the Middle East 
nourish the hopes entertained by many 
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politicians that a solution will be 
achieved, not through mutual agree- 
ment between the Jews and Arabs, 
but by overwhelming international pres- 
sure. The competition between the 
Great Powers hinders the reorientation 
of Middle East policies towards ser- 
ious efforts at peace-making. 

12 years of Arab boycott, ostracism 
and opposition to direct peace-negotia- 
tions have given rise in Israel to poli- 
tical moods of self-adjustment to the 
existing circumstances. These moods 
are reflected in the view that the ab- 
sence of peace will remain a dominant 
feature of the next 10 or 20 years and 
should be reckoned with as a premise 
of Israel’s policies. Optimism and self- 
confidence are as necessary for young 
states as for young people, and this 
adjustment to the absence of peace may 
also take the form of a theory which 
considers the present position to hold 
a number of advantages for Israel. The 
supporters of this theory publicly pro- 
fess their preference for peace, which 
they sincerely believe to be a desirable 
ideal. But their ‘down to earth’ at- 
titude develops into a kind of profes- 
sional pessimism, aware only of the 
grim aspects of life and blind to any 
clues and signs pointing to other pos- 
sibilities. 


President Nasser Makes Suggestions 
t is therefore natural that President 
Nasser’s television statement on 

April 26 was not given the attention 

and study it deserves. The Israeli press 

dwelt mainly on the negative aspects 
which proved the case of the “‘profes- 


sional pessimists” only too well. The 


Suez Canal will remain closed to 
Israeli ships; Israeli goods on any 
ship will be confiscated as the property 
of the dispossessed Palestinian Arabs as 
long as Israel does not implement the 
U.N. decisions regarding Palestine and 
the rights of the Palestinian Arabs to 
return to their homes, property and 
homeland; Israel has no right to use the 
Gulf of Aqaba for shipping, as it is an 
Arab waterway; he will not meet Mr. 
Ben-Gurion for negotiations as he does 
not believe Mr, Ben-Gurion has peace- 
ful intentions; he suspects Israel of 
harboring plans of aggression, etc. 
However, Colonel Nasser also in- 
cluded other points which every state- 
man desirous of a peaceful solution was 
bound to note. Mr. Nasser established a 
connection between the refugee problem 
and Israeli shipping in the Suez Canal. 
He would be ready to implement the 
1951 U.N. decision on the Arab refugees’ 
right to repatriation; he would be ready 
to cooperate with the P.C.C. or any 
other commission set up by the U.N. to 
bring about the realization of the rights 
of the Palestinian Arabs as defined by 
the U.N. It is not fully clear whether 
the connection implies a condition, that 
is to say, that Israel's implementation 
of the U.N. decision regarding the re- 
fugees was a prior condition to his 
raising the blockade in the Canal, or 
whether the two problems should be 
solved simultaneously. At one point he 
stated: “It is necessary that the imple- 
mentation of the U.N. decision regard- 
ing the Palestinian Arab people come 
before everything else.” But when asked 
whether he would be ready to raise the 
restrictions on Israeli shipping in the 
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Suez Canal during the time the com- 
mittee — if established — discussed 
the problem, his answer was: “Yes, if 
during that time Palestinian Arabs were 
given the chance to return; however, 
it is clear that Israel does not agree to 
the right of the Palestinian Arab to 
return to his homeland” (quoted from 
the official text, published in <A/-Ab- 
ram, Cairo, 26.4.1960). This answer 
might be interpreted to mean that the 
embargo on Israeli ships would be stop- 
ped during the work of the U.N. 
committee if Israel either recognized 
the right of the refugees to return or 
allowed a certain number of them to 
return while the commission was at 
work. At another point Mr. Nasser re- 
called the participation of the Arab 
states and Israel at the Lausanne meet- 
ings of the P.C.C. in 1949, and accused 
Israel of refusing to cooperate with the 
P.C.C. the day after she was admitted 
to membership to the U.N. (which, 
by the way, is not correct: Israel was 
admitted to the U.N. on 11.5.1949 
and participated at the sessions of the 
P.C.C. in Lausanne during July-Septem- 
ber 1949, then during 1950 in Geneva, 
and in September 1951 in Paris, etc.) 

There is no reason why President 
Nasser’s proposal should not be se- 
riously studied as a possible opening— 
however narrow and doubtful — for 
the renewal of indirect contacts and ne- 
gotiations. 


Objections of the Proposals 
— kinds of objections could be 
raised against this: 
1) that the offer is not acceptable on 
its merits; 


2) that is not meant seriously and it is 
no more than a maneuver to gain 
the sympathy of the American pub- 
lic by hiding aggressive military 
plans under the cloak of peaceful 
intentions and concern with the re- 
fugee problem. 

Though Israel rightly points out 
that the enormous changes since 1948 
have made essential parts of the U.N. 
decisions unrealizable, she can not ig- 
nore them, as they serve as the basis 
of her own sovereignty and territorial 
integrity and her demand that the 
Arab states respect them with regard 
to Israel. It is a fact that the Arab 
statesmen have also not remained in- 
sensitive to the changes brought about 
by the passage of time; it is significant 
that it is mainly the refugee problem 
that they stress when referring to the 
demand for the implementation of the 
U.N. decisions, and not the territorial 
problem, as was the case in previous 
years. President Nasser’s statement fol- 
lows a similar line. The refugee prob- 
lem is a problem and a tragic one, 
which the Israel people, which did not 
forget its homeland during 2000 years 
ignore. There 
would be nothing new in _Israel’s 
agreeing to participate in the work of 
a U.N. committee set up to solve the 
problem of the refugees on the basis 
of the U.N. decisions, which recognize 
the right of repatriation as well as re- 
settlement. Israel has done this before. 
In fact, an Israeli delegation, nominat- 
ed by a government headed by Mr. 
Ben-Gurion, signed a protocol with the 
P.C.C. (12.5.1949) which defined the 
tasks of the committee: ‘‘to achieve, as 


of wandering, cannot 








BOYCOTT AND COUNTER-BOYCOTT — DEAD END 13 


quickly as possible, the objectives of 
the General Assembly resolution of 
11.12.1948 regarding the refugees, the 
respect for their rights, etc.” For a 
number of years the Israeli delegation 
continued to cooperate with the Com- 
mission and even sent forward propo- 
sals for the “partial repatriation” of 
the refugees. 

Although these proposals were re- 
tracted in subsequent years, there are 
still large sections in Israel who re- 
gard partial repatriation as a necessary 
element of an overall peace settlement 
which would ensure friendship and 
cooperation between the two peoples. 
The failure of the P.C.C. up till now 
does not mean that no additional ef- 
forts should be made to negotiate the 
problem, with the help of the U.N. 
If not negotiations, if need be through 
the medium of a U.N. committee, what 
other way is left as an alternative to 
increasing tensions, deteriorating to 
armed conflict? If Israel in 1949, 
hardly one year old, still suffering 
from the destructions and losses of the 
1948 war, did not fear to cooperate 
with the committee set up to imple- 
ment the U.N. decisions, including re- 
patriation of refugees and even “ter- 
ritorial adjustments,” there is no rea- 
son for the Israel of 1960, by far 
stronger, more confident and developed 
than in 1949, to try again. As to the 
idea of returning a certain number of 
refugees before the negotiations start 


‘or before they are concluded, there is 


nothing shocking in this as well. Israel 
has done this before —in a modest 
fashion for purely humanistic reasons, 
‘by way of the family reunion scheme. 


Some authors have suggested in this 
journal that Israel demonstrate her 
goodwill by allowing the return of a 
certain number of refugees of specified 
categories, who should be ready to ac- 
cept Israeli jurisdiction and to be set- 
led within the framework of the count- 
ry’s economi¢ plans, with due considera- 
tion being paid to security problems. 

It is quite possible that a new at- 
tempt at negotiations through the me- 
dium of a U.N. committee would fail 
again. The intransigence of certain 
sections of the Palestinian Arabs or in- 
ter-Arab rivalry may prevent a realistic 
approach. It is also probable that even 
such a gesture of goodwill would not 
lead to the renewal of Jewish-Arab 
negotiations on the refugee problem and 
less so to the removal of the Arab boy- 
cott on Israeli ships and goods. 

We cannot, also, disregard the argu- 
ment that President Nasser’s “new ap- 
proach” is only a maneuver meant to 
appease public opinion, which is becom- 
ing increasingly critical of the anti-Isra- 
eli boycott and of the U.A.R.’s insistence 
on its “‘belligerency rights” vis-a-vis 
Israel. This suspicion, 
has often been 


unfortunately, 
reinforced by the 
strong differences in President Nasset’s 
speeches for foreign and domestic con- 
sumption. In his speeches during his re 
cent visit to Syria, for example, his re- 
marks were so violently and rnilitantly 
anti-Israeli in mature as to consider- 
ably strengthen the opinions of those 
who claimed that he was bent on Is- 
rael’s destruction and nothing else. 
However, with all due consideration 
for these suspicions and objections, Is- 
raeli foreign policy cannot rest content 
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with just an outright rejection. Mr. 
Nasser’s television statement included 
elements which could be defined as an 
attempt at a constructive proposal. Is- 
rael is duty-bound to study this care- 
fully and to at least propose alternative 
suggestions. 

If Israel’s demonstration of a con- 
structive approach does not bring re- 
sults, she will not have lost anything. 
She will only have proved to the world 
at large who it is that really cares for 
peace and for a speedy and just solu- 
tion of the refugee problem. The ar- 
gument that flexibility and readiness to 





compromise are a sign of weakness and 
will encourage Arab aggression should 
be rejected outright as one of those 
false and dangerous arguments which 
have brought the world to the brink of 
war. The “policy from strength” prin- 
ciple has failed everywhere and is not 
applicable to the Jewish-Arab problem. 
Israel is strong enough to approach 
this problem with historical far-sight- 
edness and the understanding that 


real peace and friendship are based not 
on “relations of force’ but on mutual 
consent and justice. 
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AFRICA’S PROBLEMS AND HOPES 


i writer recently had the oppor- 

tunity of touring most of the count- 
ries of West Africa. His description and 
analysis of the problems of Africa as 
a whole will undoubtedly be influenced 
by his contact with this part of the con- 
tinent. But his reliance on the West 
African experience also has a certain 
objective validity. With its 60—65 mil- 
lion inhabitants West Africa contains 
more than one fourth of all the popula- 
tion of Africa and even more than a 
third, if we exclude Berber-Arab-Egyp- 
tian North Africa and the whites of 
South Africa. 

This region was the first part of 
Negro Africa to be touched by Euro- 
pean commerce and shipping, begin- 
ning with the time of Henry the Navi- 
gator in the 15th century. Its social 
and economic structure suffered heavily 
from the slave trade in the 16th to 
19th centuries. Its inner areas were 
conquered and divided, mainly  be- 
tween France and Great Britain, during 
the last quarter of the preceding cen- 
tury. It was the first part of Africa 
to be subjected to European domina- 
tion, to be brought into the frame- 


work of the metropolitan countries’ €co- 
nomies and to be exploited for their 
benefit. The economic and political 
changes caused by Europe were greatest 
here. But it was, at the same time, 
subjected to a relatively high degree of 
cultural influence. Thus West Africa 
stands today at the forefront of the all- 
African process of liberation from di- 
rect colonial rule, the striving for so- 
lidarity and unity, and the search for 
what President Nkrumah alls the 
“African Personality.” West Africa has 
had a catalytic influence on the other 
parts of the continent, no matter to 
what colonial empire they belonged. 
There are only a small number of per- 
manent European settlers in the re- 
gion, whose shores were once called 
the ‘White Man’s Grave,” and_ this 
has served to accelerate the process of 
liberation. 


African Year 


ee is called African Year. To its 

former eight independent countries, 
besides South Africa (Egypt, Moroc- 
co, Tunisia, Sudan, Ethiopia, Liberia, 
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Ghana and Guinea), 1960 adds an 
additional seven (Cameroon, Togo, the 
Mali Federation, Congo, Somalia, Ma- 
dagascar and Nigeria). The number of 
African voices in the United Nations 
will reach the total of fifteen, speaking 
for more than one hundred and fifty 
million souls, that is, about 65% of the 
total population of the continent. 

Only fifteen, and even ten years 
ago, the colonizing European powers 
still played with the hope that they 
would be able to renew and strengthen 
their empires by means of their Afric- 
an colonies, with their manpower, 
natural resources and economic poten- 
tial. After the last war the two leading 
colonial powers — Great Britain and 
France — invested amounts of energy 
and capital far beyond anything they 
had done previously, in the hope that 
they would thereby succeed in estab- 
lishing a broader basis for the exploit- 
tation of their African colonies and in 
binding their populations closer to 
them. 

How far present reality is from these 
imperial dreams ! Throughout the whole 
of Africa foreign rule is receding, some 
times slowly and gradually, sometimes 
at breakneck pace. It is going on in the 
British colonies, where the British once 
signed “‘treaties with the kings and 
chiefs” and preferred to control by in- 
direct rule and to avoid any direct in- 
terference in the traditional patterns. 
The English pleaded that they were 
“leading these peoples slowly to self- 
tule by methods suitable to them.” It 
is going on in the French colonies, 
which were mostly conquered by mili- 
tary force and where direct and unified 


French administrations were established, 
with the stated aim of achieving their 
assimilation to France. And it is going 
on in the Belgian Congo. Here the 
whole structure of paternalism, under 
the enlightened egoism of the com- 
panies who were actually in control, 
and which sought to substitute a certain 
care for the natives’ standard of living 
for political development, fell apart 
overnight. The only remnants still apart 
from this process are Spain’s few pos- 
sessions and Portugal’s wide areas, 
where economic, political and cultural 
stagnation reigns supreme. But even here 
fermentation has begun, and we hear of 
outbreaks and arrests in Portuguese 
Angola. 

In those colonies with sizeable Euro- 
pean populations the process of libera- 
tion is complicated by the opposition of 
these settlers and their efforts, especial- 
ly in British East and Central Africa, to 
maintain their domination. But we can 
no longer doubt the general direction 
of developments in Colored Africa to- 
wards the abolition of colonial domina- 
tion and racial discrimination, and to- 
wards the establishment of independent 
countries striving to overcome their pre- 
sent backward state.. 


The First Aim — Political 
Sovereignty 


‘a sovereignty is the highest 

expression of the abolition of the 
white man’s supremacy in Africa, the 
end of his arrogant right to determine 
the lives and fate of the African 
peoples, most lately under the guise of 
“fatherly care” or ‘cooperation between 
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big and little brothers.” This was most 
bluntly stated by Dr. Nkrumah, the 
President of Ghana, who once said that 
“we claim the right to govern ourselves 
and to misgovern ourselves.” The 
African peoples and elites do not deny 
that they lack cadres, experience and 
means. But they don’t feel this to be 
any justification for others to rule them 
or to “guide” them. Any plan or sug- 
gestion for “European—African” co- 
operation based on the argument that 
“the time for national sovereignty has 
passed” and that “large combinations 
are needed in order to solve modern 
problems,” is immediately suspect. 
First full independence, they say, in- 
cluding the right to decide for them- 
selves the forms of cooperation between 
themselves and others. The doubts of 
immediate independence and its heavy 
economic and social responsibility, and 
the fears of what was liable to happen 
if the up-to-then dominant power were 
immediately to withdraw all its cadres 
and investments, kept most parties and 
peoples of French Africa from saying 
“no” in De Gaulle’s referendum in 
1958, and they remained within the 
“French Community.” Only a year or 
two had to elapse, however, for them 
to demand independence with ‘France's 
agreement” and to ask that the Com- 
munity be transformed inio a loose 
commonwealth. The Ivory Coast’s 
Hophouet-Boigny had argued once that 
there was no value in complete free- 
dom from France and had built a whole 
theory of the dangers of the separation 
of the colonial peoples from the count- 
ries that had ruled them, rejecting the 
idea of “primary federation” between 


the African peoples. Today he is com- 
pelled to follow Mali’s footsteps in 
speaking of going towards independ- 
ence and maintains his own “‘federa- 
tion,” called the “Entente,” between the 
Ivory Coast and three other former 
French colonies in West Africa. The 
winds of independence in Africa blow 
too strong ! 


Pan-African Solidarity and Union 


T he sensitivity towards any revelation 

of ‘‘white supremacy” and, naturally, 
towards any attempt to maintain it by 
force, is one of the most outstanding 
sources of present-day pan-African soli- 
darity. This solidarity transcends the 
area of “Black Africa” alone and in- 
cludes the peoples of North Africa, 
going beyond the boundaries of Africa 
to serve as the basis for Afro-Asian 
cooperation. 

There are some who doubt the ef- 
fectiveness of this solidarity. But this 
doubt is short-sighted. The strength 
of the reaction in Africa, as well as in 
Asia, to the recent events in South 
Africa, prove that they are already 
a very important factor on the interna- 
tional scene, both in their own right and 
because of the sympathy of the en- 
lightened world. 

It is fortunate that the whites in 
South Africa cannot influence the 
domestic affairs of any white country and 
do not threaten any European country 
with the dangers facing France as 
a result of the Algerian complications. 
But South Africa faces the danger of 
inter-racial war and catastrophe unless 
the whites find the wisdom and cour- 
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age in time to recognize the principle 
of equality of races and to attempt to 
solve the problem of the relationships 
between them by means of negotiations 
with the Negroes and the other “Color- 
eds.” In theory apartheid is based on 
social and economic separation and on 
the separate development of the two 
races. In practice it means a double 
ghetto for the Negroes — in the Bantu 
state which is supposed to be establish- 
ed (the present-day reservations) and 
the separate quarters near the cities and 
on the farms, where the Negroes work 
for their white masters. In both ghettoes 
their fate will be one of poverty, de- 
gradation and lack of rights. 

We may yet see a civil war in South 
Africa on the Algerian example, a war 
in which the whites will be left with- 
out any outside support while all the 
peoples of Africa come to the aid of 
the Negroes. 


Difficulties Facing Union 

his anti-racial and anti-colonial soli- 

darity is often combined in Africa 
with tendencies toward union. Such a 
union is justly considered to be an ef- 
fective means of furthering the strug- 
gles discussed above. However, the 
more anti-colonial solidarity succeeds 
in driving out colonialism, the clearer 
the differences between the two aims 
will become. Even today we can see the 
difficulties and special problems involv- 
ed in union beyond the degree required 
for the anti-colonial and _anti-racial 
struggles. Here and there the first 
frictions and quarrels concerning this 
problem of union are beginning to ap- 
pear. 





The boundaries of the African colo- 
nies now attaining independence are 
completely arbitrary, since they were 
fixed as a result of the land grabs and 
rivalry between the European powers 
who divided the whole of Africa among 
themselves during the 19th century. There 
are peoples and ethnic groups which 
are scattered over a number of count- 
ries. But during the colonial period 
these separate colonies did become units 
of a sort; they developed their own 
liberation movements and gave birth to 
their own leaderships. When the latter 
attain independence they do not readily 
tend to surrender their positions nor 
the status and borders of their count- 
ries. 


One of the factors helping towards 
union is the fear of ‘‘balkanization,” 
of the division into weak and poor 
countries which it will be easier for 
neo-colonialism to keep under control. 
Two of the countries of West Africa, 
Guinea in the beginning of 1959, and 
Ghana now, in its new constitution, 
have Stated their fundamental readiness 
to surrender sovereignty in whole or 
in part for the benefit of a greater 
African unity. But there are also other 
tendencies and many reservations. We 
shall point out some of these. 


That part of West Africa which 
was under French rule formed one 
large bloc geographically, administra- 
tively, and even economically and cul- 
turally (under the influence of the 
French language, school and culture). 
A common struggle against colonialism, 
led by the “African Democratic Rally,” 
forged common methods, patterns and 
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even ideologies. Today we can discern 
the desire for combinations and unions 
within the framework of what was for- 
merly French Africa. One expression of 
this aim is the Mali Federation between 
Senegal and Sudan, and another — the 
“Entente” of the Ivory Coast, Daho- 
mey, Upper Volta and Niger. Even 
Sekou Touré, who had the courage to 
say “no” in the 1958 referendum and 
under whom Guinea has linked herself 
with Ghana, thus separating herself 
from the other French colonies, still 
maintains his close interest in the devel- 
opments in the republics which arose 
in French West Africa. 

The former British colonies in West 
Africa, and apparently also in East 
Africa, do not have any specific desire 
for unity among themselves alone. 
The British colonies were generally 
established and administered separately. 
They never knew the same measure of 
unity in exploitation, in administration 
and in the struggle for liberation 
which was characteristic of French Af- 
rica. Their political awakening took 
place to a great extent individually. 
The British did not use the same me- 
thods of oppression, of division and 
of exploitation in every place. Dr. 
Nkrumah’s aim, today, is not, there- 
fore, the unification and separate union 
of the former British colonies but of 
all of Western Africa. But he is faced 
by Nigeria, the giant of West Africa, 
stretching over three quarters of a mil- 
lion square kilometers and with a po- 
pulation of more than 35 million. Ni- 
geria’s leaders are mainly interested 
in preserving her own unity in the 
face of the regional and ethnic differ- 
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ences and conflicts. Even the most ad- 
vanced among them are not interested 
now in promoting the West African 
Federation that Dr. Nkrumah wants. 

But this is not all. The desire for 


union, especially when its concrete 
meaning in some cases is the fusion of 
one former colony with another 


country, or a revision of the borders, 
is liable to lead to frictions and quar- 
rels such as took place recently between 
Ghana and French Togo. The dispute 
revolved about the question whether 
Togo was to join Ghana, as Dr. Nkru- 
mah suggests, following the pattern of 
British Togoland, which joined it in 
1956, or was to remain independent 
and even to work for reunion with 
British Togoland (as Sylvanus Olym- 
pio, its Prime Minister, demands). The 
dispute is also connected with the uni- 
fication of the Ewe people, today divi- 
ded between Ghana and Togo. Signs 
of similar disagreements have already 
appeared between Ghana, on the one 
hand, and the Ivory Coast and Upper 
Volta, on the other, and may also 
shortly appear between Nigeria and 
population 
belongs to the Yoruba people who are 
found mostly in Western Nigeria). 
Such frictions and disputes can, of 
course, be inflated and exploited by co- 


Dahomey (part of whose 


lonial interests. But this does not lessen 
the need for the African supporters 
of unity and union to show tact and 
patience in order to prevent the con- 
tinent from becoming a new “Balkans,” 
not only because of the division into 
weak countries, but also because of the 
outbreak of territorial disputes between 
them. 
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Africa and the Outside World 


A nother problem occupying the 
African peoples is the question of 
their relationships with the more devel- 
oped countries. These usually include 
the same countries which once ruled over 
the African peoples and which attained 
their high standards of living not a 
little because of this rule. Organized 
and secure domination and the method- 
ical large-scale exploitation of man- 
power and resources required a certain 
measure of development of the colonies 
themselves, especially during the past 
60—70 years: roads, railroads, ports, 
a more or less efficient administration, 
a certain amount of education, etc. But 
all these were subservient to the inter- 
ests of the colonialists, and develop- 
ment was therefore lopsided and dis- 
torted. The rulers had neither interest 
nor ability in dealing with the im- 
portant fundamental problems of these 
peoples. 


Certain agricultural branches were 
encouraged and expanded for export 
purposes, but except for the European 
plantations (of which there are only 
a few in West Africa, though there 
are many in other parts of the contin- 
ent, where they were linked with 
the expropriation of the best land), 
these agricultural branches were carried 
out in quite primitive fashion. Agri- 
culture for home consumption remained 
almost completely neglected, completely 
primitive in technique, low in product- 
ivity and unable to cover larger areas. 
The native diet was unbalanced and 
insufficent. Industries for the process- 
ing of export products or for domestic 


consumption, hardly existed. Ores were 
utilized for the benefit of the colonial 
companies and the metropolitan market. 
Imports and exports were in foreign 
hands, and prices were usually fixed 
according to their interests. Education 
remained limited and for the most part 
at a low level, although an intellectual 
Negro elite did arise gradually in some 
places. The local cadres that did appear 
were concentrated in administrative and 
office positions, and there was a crying 
need for technicians and professionals 
of all kinds. 

If these newly-independent countries 
want to advance, they cannot avoid 
using foreign experts, technique, 
investments and credits; only gradually 
will they be able to prepare sufficient 
African professional forces to meet the 
needs of development and to raise the 
level of technique. The attitudes of the 
African leaders towards the foreign ex- 
perts and foreign capital is determined 
largely by the latter's readiness to help 
train local cadres. 

All the new African countries face 
the question whether to prefer the ex- 
perts, aid and capital coming from the 
former colonial power, whose people 
they know, to whose methods they have 
become accustomed and in whose 
schools they themselves studied, or to 
look for assistance from other sources. 
The hesitation to cut themselves off 
from what they know and the fear 
that yesterday's masters may resume 
control in some roundabout way, often 
lead them to act in a contradictory 
manner. Much depends on whether the 
former metropolis and its people honest- 
ly shed all colonialistic aims and tradi- 
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tions and on whether the African 
peoples are convinced that this is truly 
so. But even when, for lack of im- 
mediate choice and because of already 
existing connections, they seek the aid 
of their former metropolitan countries, 
there still is a general tendency to try 
to spread their foreign connections as 
much as possible and to free themselv- 
es of any unilateral dependence. The 
suspicions concerning the intentions of 
their former rulers and the desire to 
this dependence, lead to 
strong neutralistic trends among most 
of the new African countries. The same 
factors have interested the Africans in 
possible aid from smaller developed 
countries which cannot have any colo- 
nialistic aims, such as the Scandinavian 
countries, Yugoslavia and Israel. 


diminish 


The Possibilities of Cooperation 
in Assistance 


here have been opinions urging the 
developed countries, including both 
those belonging to the world blocs and 
others, to cooperate in and to coordin- 
ate their assistance to the development- 
hungry countries. This would certainly 
be a blessing for the African peoples 
and for others. But it would require 
a number of conditions which still do 
not exist : 


1. The African peoples must be 
freed of any suspicion that the former 
colonial powers and neo-colonialists in- 
tend to enforce economic and political 
dependence under the guise of aid; 

2. The capitalist countries must un- 
derstand that their relationships with 
the less-developed countries cannot be 
based on capitalist anarchy, on private 
capital investment alone, and on the 
“free” movement of prices for the ex- 
ports which must pay for the develop- 
ment of these countries; 

3. The interbloc rivalry must cease 
to be a struggle for positions in the 
cold war and preparations for war it- 
self; 

4. Any hopes or plans for keeping 
Africa, in whole or in part, closed off 
to others by special arrangements, such 
as an “‘Eurafrica” (Africa as an appen- 
dage to “Little Europe’), or similar 
ideas now filling many minds, must 
be discarded. 

As long as these conditions are not 
satisfied, it is difficult to believe in 
the posibilities of cooperation between 
the developed countries in aid for the 
development of the African peoples. 
Worse than this, there remains the dan- 
ger of armaments races, competition in 
the supply of munitions, the struggle 
for bases, and other phenomena which 
we know so well in the Middle East. 
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AFRICAN CHALLENGE 


64 i he wind now blowing in Africa 

is not an ordinary wind. It is a 
hurricane. The issue confronting the 
world in the remaining half of the 
20th century is the African question. 
The world must answer this question 
and it must answer it our way... The 
total liberation of Africa.”” These were 
the words of Kwame Nkrumah at the 
closing session of the Positive Action 
Conference, held at Accra during the 
second week of April. 

The wind is not an ordinary wind, 
and if it has assumed the proportions 
of a hurricane then it is because those 
who did not heed the first gentle 
breezes are now reaping the whirlwind. 
Africans, like other peoples, and _per- 
haps more than other peoples, wished 
to avoid violence and bloodshed, un- 
til violence and bloodshed were forced 
upon them and they were compelled 
to retaliate in the prime cause of sur- 
vival. The battle for survival is today 
being fought from Algeria in the North 
to the Union in the South. How drawn 
out, how protracted this battle will be 
depends on forces outside Africa as 
well as on Africa itself. Pressure to 


put an end to war and massacre has 
inevitably increased as world public 
opinion, deaf to the cries of a suppres- 
sed continent for hundred of years, was 
finally shocked out of its apathy by 
the murderous realities south of the 
Limpopo. However, world public opin- 
ion is slow to rouse, due to both ig- 
norance and laziness. Even men and 
women of goodwill, who themselves 
live in comfort, are loath to face the 
subhuman horror of a Sharpeville with 
all its implications, lest their sleep be 
disturbed and their own ease of living 
trouble their conscience. To live well 
in a world of misery and oppression, 
of torture and violence, and continue 
to do so in the face of overwhelming 
evidence, requires one either to be a 
fool or a hypocrite. It is like living 
at the wrong end of the binoculars 
or in front of a distorting mirror, 
which make big events seem small 
enough to fit into one’s own world 
of pettiness. To judge by the time it 
took public opinion to acknowledge 
Hitler’s concentration camps and gas 
chambers, to admit to the existence of 
torture as an accepted method of war- 








~' £ FT Bw W 


as 


it 








AFRICAN CHALLENGE 23 


fare in Algeria, it seems doubtful 
that public opinion can be counted 
upon to put an end to the crimes per- 
petrated now. Sharpeville shocked, ad- 
mittedly, but how many outside Africa 
will remember Sharpeville a few 
months hence ? 

Salvation must and will come from 
within, where small islands of freedom 
are rapidly giving way to an ever ex- 
panding area of independent progress. 
As freedom spreads and _ encroaches 
upon slavery, Africa itself will deter- 
mine the means of helping those still 
in bondage. For Africa is developing 
a collective conscience and a collective 
personality as the struggle for total li- 
beration gains momentum. Moreover, 
Africa is showing a sense of solidarity 
which so-called more highly developed 
nations might well stop to ponder. 

For the first time, on a continent- 
wide basis, it is the have-nots who are 
helping the have-nots, both in politic- 
al and economic terms. 

When Guinea voted for indepen- 
dence in August 1958, the French 
Government severed all connections 
from one day to the next, leaving the 
country in what may now be described 
as almost total administrative chaos. 
It was Ghana’s immediate credit of ten 
million pounds sterling which saved 
the sister republic from collapse. 

Much, and much nonsense, has been 
written about the incompatibility of 
Ghana and Guinea and the instability 
of their projected union. Events point 
the other way, with common aims over- 
shadowing different political constel- 
lations. If Ghana's socialism is largely 


a product of Fabianism, slower, more 
evolutionary, with the emphasis from 
the beginning on universal education— 
a most remarkable phenomenon is to- 
day’s school attendance, where out of 
a total population of less than seven 
million, nearly 700,000 are at school, 
and this in a country which ten years 
ago was largely illiterate — Guinea's 
leaders grew up under the influence of 
the French Communist Party, the CGT 
and the Sorbonne, with full emphasis 
on political organization, from the bush 
to the capital. The Parts Démocratique 
de Guinée was originally established 
on a tribal or racial basis — political 
education would not otherwise have 
been possible, due to the inability of 
the different tribes and races to com- 
municate through a common language. 
Once the party was firmly established, 
the same party leaders built up the 
trade union movement — and _ sub- 
sequently the women’s and youth move- 
ments — on an inter-tribal and inter- 
racial basis, so that the horizontal party 
organization was matched by a vertical 
trade union movement, set up along 
industrial lines, that is organized by 
enterprise rather than by trade. Every 
urban district as well as every far- 
away village thus finds itself in pos- 
session of two permanent .and_paral- 
lel organizations, closely inter-linked at 
every level.. Thanks to this feat of 
organization, racial differences broke 
down in the day-to-day anti-colonial 
struggle, and Guinea was able to 
achieve a political movement of such 
cohesion as has not been matched else- 
where in West Africa. 
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Neither Ghana nor Guinea copied 
its political structure from Britain or 
France; rather, both countries adapted 
political organizations to the over- 
riding needs of their population. It 
was this attention paid to the needs of 
the population as a whole — and the po- 
pulation in either country is primarily 
African, rather than Ghanaian or Gui- 
nean — which enabled the Nkrumah 
Government to offer immediate aid 
to the sister republic, aid that was 
more than a polite gesture. Differenc- 
es, of course, exist, but not overwhelm- 
ing differences, and one may safely 
presume that similar or greater differ- 
ences existed between the colonies 
south of the Potomac on the one hand 
and those of New England on the 
other before the United States were 
founded. One main difficulty, one 
would guess, is the lack of a common 
language, since few Ghanaians speak 
French and fewer Guineans English. 
However, the school curriculum in 
either country is taking care of this 
difficulty already, and within a decade 
this stumbling block will have been 
done away with. Even today, Africans 
take a more kindly attitude toward 
each other's shortcomings than Euro- 
peans are apt to do. 


f the movement toward union on the 
part of Ghana and Guinea is largely 
political — with other West African 
countries, one expects, soon to join— 
the concept of the Mali Federation 
would appear to move more decidedly 
along economic lines. Geographically, 
ethnically, economically, this part of 


Africa — once known as the Mali 
Empire and later as the Western Su- 
dan — was an entity in itself until 


clerks in colonial offices, who had 
never travelled south of Marseilles, 
started drawing up maps which balka- 
nized a continent. Contrary to the 
claims of vested interests, there exists 
little opposition in Africa against a 
federation. of Africans states within 
the French Community. No African 
regards federation as a threat, provided 
those who federate are themselves Afri- 
cans. The only time federation is op- 
posed is when it is imposed from 
above. That is why Central African 
Federation cannot and will not work, 
since it constitutes an attempt on the 
part of Europeans in Southern and 
Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland to 
perpetuate their rule in face of arising 
African nationalism. Dr. Hastings 
Banda, the recently released Nyasaland 
nationalist leader, is not, as is often 
claimed, anti-federationalist per se; he 
is opposed to having his country join 
a so-called federation, the purpose of 
which is to perpetuate the rule of a 
white minority. Southern Rhodesia, 
whose influence in the planned feder- 
ation would be overwhelming, both 
in the political and economic sense, is 
in her policies not far removed from 
those pursued by the Government of 
the Union of South Africa. As one 
European resident of Salisbury recently 
remarked: “The only difference be- 
tween Southern Rhodesia and_ the 
Union is one of geography.” Sir Roy 
Welensky and Dr. Verwoerd, with the 
obstinacy of a King Canute, may, of 
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course, continue to try to stem the tide 
of a continent’s quest for freedom. 
That they will not succeed, either in 
terms of federation or in terms of 
apartheid, must by now be clear to all. 


|‘ union is a long-term project for 
a vast continent such as Africa, 
unity of purpose is an immediate re- 
ality. Just as the Confederacy preceeded 
the Union, so various forms of more 
or less loose federation may precede 
the United States of Africa. Relations 
between the Arab nations of North 
Africa and the African peoples south 
of the Sahara might have taken de- 
cades, if not centuries, to develop to 
the point of friendship and common 
interest which they have reached today 
in a matter of years, but for the short- 
sightedness of French policy which 
made a second Indo-China out of Al- 
getia. Ten years ago few people ‘in 
Ghana, for example, had any concep- 
tion of political developments in North 
Africa; today, the Government of 
Ghana donates large sums (donates, 


not lends) in aid of Algerian nation- 
alists. 


outside 


Ten years ago, few persons 
Kenya had ever heard the 
name of Jomo Kenyatta; today in 
North Africa, and all over the con- 
tinent, Kenyatta’s name is as familiar 
as the names of Dreyfus and Sacco 
and Vanzetti were at another time and 
in another context. From Algiers to 
Johannesburg, from  Elizabethville to 
Nairobi, Africans 
freedom 


are boarding the 
That Africa will be 
free, that the total liberation demand- 
ed by Dr. Nkrumah, will become a 


train. 


fact rather than a pious wish and, for 
that matter, a fact in our lifetime, of 
that there can be no doubt. The only 
question that can be posed is this one: 
What price freedom ? 


H owever, there exists another ques- 
tion which needs to be faced. 
the question of the future relationship 
between the world’s white minority 
and its overwhelming majority of dark- 
skinned peoples. The longer the Canut- 
es of North and South Africa are 
permitted to stem the tide of the 
future, the longer it will take for the 
wounds of race hatred to heal. The 
bitterness that will ensue will, in the 
long run, be far more to the det- 
riment of Europeans than of Asians 
and Africans. Africans would prefer 
to live in peace, both with their own 
indigenous white communities and 
with Europeans outside Africa, Driven 
to the point of ultimate resistance, 
however, I do not believe that Afri- 
cans will care much about the fate 
of the white man. Humiliated to the 
point of no return, they will take the 
consequences. They will never, I be- 
lieve, resort to the type of humilia- 
tion which the white man used against 
them; they will simply ignore him. 
Lack of recognition, in every sense 
of the term, is one certain way of 
defeating an adversary. The one car- 
dinal principle in political life, Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt once said, is to to- 
tally disregard your adversary. He 
himself, in the course of four presi- 
dential campaigns, never once mention- 
ed his respective opponent by name. 
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To prevent such a development in 
a world which has grown too small 
to be anything but One World, we 
must probe beyond the pathological 
manifestations of South African racial- 
ists. They were after all able to pro- 
voke a Sharpeville only because the 
vast majority of Europeans, inside 
Africa and without, have for centuries 
been the fact. 
How many are there among them who 
are truly without prejudice ? 

As one psychologically incapable of race 
prejudice, I may not be qualified to 
speak on this matter. However, I have, 
in the course of years, met others who 
are reacting the same way. I am not 
speaking of all those who, intellectu- 
ally, reason that race prejudice is a 
bad thing with a capital B. They are 
many, and their number is growing. 
I am speaking here of those lucky 
enough not to be endowed by a 
“natural” prejudice which they must 
take great pains in overcoming; I am 
speaking of those to whom racialism, 
as to myself, does not exist, because 
their emotional make-up is such that 
they were born immune to it — as 
some children are 


silent accessories to 


immune to the 
measles. That is the reason, however, 
why we may be little qualified to 
speak on the matter, just as a non- 
smoker should not advise a smoker on 
his choice of tobacco, nor a teetotaler 
a gourmet on his choice of wine. Nor 
a law-abiding citizen a _ professional 
criminal on his choice of tools for 
theft or weapons for murder. 
However, there are those among us 
who are entitled to speak, either be- 


cause they have suffered from pre- 
judice and overcome it, or because 
they are wise enough to diagnose its 
clinical symptoms. Anthony Storr, 
the noted English psychiatrist, in an 
article in the New Statesman of 23 
this: 
in ourselves we project upon 
— the old psychological rule 
holds good. The Jews are unscrupulous 
and acquisitive; the Negroes violent 
and sexually insatiable — it is always 
the other man, never ourselves. Our 
own experience, 


April, says 
accept 


“What we cannot 


others 


in this country, of 
Notting Hill has brought us nearer 
to the stark facts of color prejudice. 
It is a salutary lesson and one which 
may help us to understand what is 
happening in Africa. 

“For which of us is ever entirely 
free of scapegoats, whether we project 
upon the Establishment, or the Com- 
munists? The more we are segregated 
from the Negro the more shall we 
inevitably project upon him. That is 
why apartheid can never work. But if 
we achieve a real relation with him 
we shall no longer be able to treat 
him as inferior or different... 


“What will happen when there 
are no ‘inferior’ races for the white 
man to project upon? Perhaps at 


last he may be forced to look inwards 
and to accept the burden of his own, 
primitive nature, the burden which 
he now so thankfully and conveniently 
loads upon the Negro.” 

Perhaps he will and perhaps he 
won't — perhaps there'll be Mars- 
men by them upon whom he may 
project his “own primitive nature’’— 
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but in the meantime it would be 
well for the white man to look not 
only inwards but outwards, to look 
upon Africa as it is — kindlier, friend- 
lier, gentler, less open to prejudice, 
more ready for cooperation. Where 
the white man has brought the trim- 
mings of civilization, the latest tech- 
niques of modern know-how, older 
and wiser men have taught the prin- 
ciples of ethics toward which we are 
only groping today. Basil Davidson, 


in Old Africa Rediscovered (Gollancz 
1959), tells the story of “King Shamba 
of Bolongongo, whose rule over the 
Bushongo began around A.D. 1600 
and who is said to have abolished his 
standing army and forbidden the use 
of the throwing knife in warfare... 
A central African king whose only 
conquests were in the field of thought 
and public prosperity, and who is still 
remembered in our day by every pet- 
son in the country...” 
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ISRAEL HERTZ 


THE BEDOUIN OF THE NEGEV 


hat does the future hold for 
the Bedouin in the State of Is- 
rael ? Is there any hope of some so- 
lution to their pressing problems? Ac- 
cording to the last statistical annual, 
22,870 Bedouin dwell in Israel. About 
14,000 of these live in the Negev. A 
smaller number dwell on land which 
is more or less permanently theirs, 
though without any authoritative title 
of ownership. For the most part they 
are considered temporary cultivators of 
state-owned land. They receive the land 
in annual lease-hold without any se- 
curity that they will be able to use the 
same land in coming years. The same 
holds true for pasture-lands and for 
the right to use the water sources 
which harsh nature has granted so nig- 
gardly in this part of the country. 
All their lives are marked with the 
stamp of temporariness, as if those de- 
termining Israel’s policies towards them 
were interested in keeping them with- 
out a solution; as if there was an 


express intention of depriving the 


Bedouin of the feeling of permanency, 
the minimal security that they were 
citizens of this 


country, with un- 


questioned rights to live here, to cul- 
tivate their land and to build their 
homes on it. The officials of the Man- 
datory Government handed down some- 
thing of their romantic approach, 4 la 
Lawrence and Philby (and Glubb) to- 
wards the Bedouin: an idealization of 
the lordly sons of the desert, preferring 
the “freedom” of wandering over wide 
areas and dwelling in their black tents, 
open to the winds, to permanency in 
homes built of clay or stone, which are 
supposed to limit their tenants. Those 
who have no contact with the Bedouin 
(especially of the Negev) are not able, 
in my opinion, to imagine their terrible 
misery. They are liable to consider any 
realistic and simple description of the 
condition as vicious exaggeration. But 
those close to the situation are shocked 
and often refuse to believe that it is 
possible to live this way in the 20th 
century, and that anyone can possibly 
be interested in living this way in 
Israel, 

The concept of “nomad” has long 
ceased to distinguish their way of life. 
They have not been nomads since bor- 
ders were drawn in this region and 
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armies set up to watch them. Today 
their wandering range is limited to only 
some tens of kilometers at most, and 
they move their tents now only because 
of the filthiness of the area on which 
they have camped. The accumulation of 
insects, refuse and dirt compels them 
to move from one site to another every 
few weeks, on the land considered as 
their leasehold. They plow their arid 
soil with the aid of camels and sow 
barley mainly. Only about every three 
years do they enjoy any real harvest. 
Their meager flocks pasture only in the 
vicinity of their masters’ tents or fields, 
largely because of the ban on wander- 
ing, since a special permit must be ob- 
tained from the Military Governor in 
Beersheba through the intervention of 
the Sheikh. This permit is obtained 
only with great difficulty and only 
after the pasture grasses have disappear- 
ed completely, the waterholes have 
dried and a good part of the flock has 
perished of hunger and thirst. 

As a matter of fact, the Bedouin are 
not in any hurry to ask the Military 
Governor for a permit to move to a 
different area, for fear of losing the 
poor piece of land on which they are 
dwelling. It is true that it is desolate 
and that there is not much danger that 
anyone will want it for settlement (no 
one knows if and when the land will 
be included in the overall settlement 
plan), but the Bedouin knows that 
there is no desire to give him the land 
and to consider him a permanent settler. 
For this reason he is in no hurry to 
move from the meager piece of loess 
which he has plowed twice and some- 
times three times and which has often 


disappointed his hopes of a harvest. 

They dwell in black tents made of 
the hides of goats and sheep. Such a 
family tent is not as cheap as most 
people think it is. It costs thousands of 
pounds. At one time it undoubtedly 
was considered a comfortable dwelling. 
It may have been easy to dwell in it 
on the slopes of the Hebron hills in 
winter and on broad harvested fields in 
the valleys in the summer. During the 
times of the great wanderings it could 
be moved easily from place to place. 
But times have changed. To dwell in 
a tent without the possibility of mov- 
ing to a better site is a real curse, es- 
pecially during the winter sandstorms, 
and if the tent is an unprotected one 
with torn curtains, which cannot pro- 
vide shelter for infants and children 
and not even for grown men. The 
Bedouin no longer want to dwell in 
the black tents. There is nothing left 
of the romanticism of Colonel Law- 
“Seven Pillars of Wisdom.” 
They want a house, a house of stone, 
built on firm foundations and with 
solid walls. Indeed, here and there you 
find some happy individuals who have 
succeeded in achieving this dream. These 
few have a kushan (title deed) in 
their hands and the means to build 
houses of clay or concrete. 


rence’s 


More than once I have been told by 
a Negev Bedouin that he was ready to 
“give up everything for a permit to 
build a real house.” But this permit is 
not given. The plan for Negev settle- 
ment (which is continually changing) 
does include the establishment of Be- 
douin villages, but there is no hurry 
to carry this out. The repeated requests 
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of the Bedouin almost always receive a 
categorical refusal. 


n addition to the lack of land and 
| permanent homes and the plagues 
of nature, the Bedouin also suffer dis- 
crimination in their civil status. During 
the Knesset debate on the Military Ad- 
ministration some of the Bedouin 
spokesmen reminded the Knesset Mem- 
bers that they were treated much more 
harshly than the Arabs in other areas. 
They were not even accorded those re- 
laxations and freedoms of movement 
which have been granted in the other 
parts of the country. They are even 
forbidden to go to Beersheba without 
a permit. They are forbidden to move 
from tribe to tribe, or to carry water 
from a neighboring tribe without a 
permit. 
These complaints reflected the ac- 

situation. The Bedouin are 
amongst the worst sufferers under the 
Military They are 
hardly admitted at all into govern- 
ment institutions. Land, water, schools, 


tual 


Administration. 


travel permits, the posts, commerce... 
everything is controlled by the Military 
Administration, the final 
authority in these matters. The Admin- 
istration takes and distributes, grants 
and forbids. It elects sheikhs and de- 
poses them, it has army vehicles and 
military police at its disposal. Woe to 
anyone daring to disobey its command ! 
Every once in a while we read reports 
in the papers 
searches, 


which is 


of overthrown 
punishments, etc. 
these acts 


tents, 
In most 
do not even reach 
public attention, but when they do they 
are explained by “security 


cases 


reasons.” 


Since Jews, too, can only come into 
contact with the Bedouin by permis- 
sion of the Military Governor, it is 
sometimes difficult to prove facts which 
cry out to the high heavens. 


The nature of any regime is deter- 
mined by its attitude towards the weak 
individuals who are at its mercy. The 
weakest elements in Israeli society, buf- 
feted both by nature and the regime, 
are the Bedouin. This harsh attitude 
towards the Bedouin is not character- 
istic only of Israel. The Jordanian 
authorities (in the Hebron region) and 
the Egyptians (in Sinai) are as harsh 
or even harsher towards the Bedouin. 
Everywhere they want to be rid of 
them. In these Arab countries, too, 
they are not allowed to settle and their 
free movement is limited. There, too, 
they are the objects of suspicion. 


The Bedouin in the Negev suffer 
but do not leave. They obey the author- 
ities, avoid rebellion, and look for de- 
fense in other government institutions 
and the general Jewish public. The care 
of 14,0600 souls should not, after all, 
cause insurmountable difficulties. But 
between them and the other govern- 
ment bodies stands the Military Admi- 
nistration, looking upon itself as the 
final authority, in the name of all 
Israel. 


There have been no dearth of plans 
for the solution of the problem. Only 
recently we were informed of the in- 
clusion of a number of Bedouin villages 
in the projected rehabilitation of 
the Tel-Ard region. There have been 
cases of constructive help rendered to 
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the Bedouin by neighboring kibbutzim. 
Two agricultural cooperatives have been 
established, which use tractors and are 
guided in efficient cultivation by the 
kibbutz members. Clinics have been es- 
tablished by the Ministry of Health. 
A water-line was laid by the Ministry of 
Development for the al-Atawna tribe. 
The Regional Council has established a 
school for the al-Huzeil tribe. These, 
and even the little that has been done 
by the Military Administration itself to 
justify its existence to the outside 
world — all these hint clearly at what 
could be done if the Government, the 
Histadrut and other institutions decided 
on an unequivocal and straight-forward 


IN COMING ISSUES 
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An Arab’s Road to Understanding 
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Refugee Problem 


Cultural Problems of Modern Turkey 


“East” and “West” in Israel 


A State for the Palestinian Arabs 


program of action and began carrying 
it out without delay. 

It is foolish to argue that the Negev 
Bedouin are a danger to security and 
that therefore they must be kept under 
military control. An understanding, gen- 
erous and just approach could deepen 
their ties to the State of Israel and 
demonstrate the superiority of our de- 
mocratic regime. But, most important, 
a just and humane approach towards 


the Bedouin could free them and our- 


selves of the uneasiness and sense of 
guilt which accompany anyone coming 
into contact with the dark reality in 
which the Bedouin are struggling for 
physical existence and their civil rights. 


— Taher Kanaan 
— Eliezer Ben-Moshe 
— Rashid Hussein 
— Joseph Golan 
— H. Darin-Drabkin 


. — Uriel Heyd 
— Uriel Simon 

. — Boulos Farah, 
— Rastum Bastuni 








MOSHE SHAMIR 


DON’T BLAME THE YOUTH 


MOSHE SHAMIR may be considered one of superficial enthusiasm for archaeology and 
the leaders, if not the leader, of the younger ‘“‘Bible study” so popular in Israel at present. 
school of Israeli writers, the generation which In addition to his serious literary writing, 
grew up in his country and whose whole Shamir writes a weekly column called ‘The 
creative life has been intimately tied up with Swift Pen.” This first appeared in Al Hamish- 
the years of struggle and war and the past mar (Mapam) and more recently in the 
decade of “adjustment.” His novels have been evening Ma’ariv. These shorter pieces have 
widely popular, and one of them, “King of | more than once aroused cries of pain and in- 
Flesh and Blood,” a historical novel depicting dignation as his pen touched home at the raw 


the spiritual and social problems of the late- spots of Israel's everyday life, Now collected 
Maccabean period, has been translated into a in an anthology and published by Sifriat Poa- 
number of language. Perhaps one of his great- lim, they continue to serve as a magnifying 
est merits has been, in the book mentioned glass to the pains and joys of building a new 
above and in a second novel, “The Poor society. One of the pieces from this volumes, 


Man's Lamb,” his use of the Bible and later ‘Don’t Blame the Youth,” published below, 
literature as springboards for moral lessons has been edited somewhat to make it more 
of vital relevance today, in contradiction to the accessible to the non-Israeli reader, 


’ 


A a certain age, when an adolescent begins to grow into maturity, he discovers 

the difficult problems of human existence. These are revealed to him when 
he first stubs his toe against them, and after sustaining several shocks of this 
nature he feels that he is awakening from a long dream. Out of self-pity, he 
proclaims this discovery at every opportunity. The moment of discovery also 
dates the problem for him. Thus the problems are called, after the age at which 
they are first discovered, “problems of the younger generation.” Of course, the 
young man does not know and is incapable of knowing at his age that these 
problems, in various forms, will occupy him to the end of his days. 

This is obvious from the standpoint of the younger generation itself, but 
the surprise begins with the higher age groups, the older people, who, suffering 
the same difficulties, have a facility for turning round and blaming the younger 
generation for them. 
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Of late there has been a wave of accusations about and analyses of the 
aature of young people in Israel, Certainly there is a considerable degree of 
genuine soul-searching in all this commotion, beneath the synthetic fervor 
whipped up by journalists and lecturers. But, as frequently happens when the 
public becomes anxious about the well-being of a section of the population, the 
charges have been laid at the wrong door. The young people have been made 
scapegoats for the errors of our time and generation. 

All the talk about the crisis of the younger generation in Israel is ridiculous, 
not only because this category includes many people who are at present in their 
thirties or even forties, but because there is no defect or impediment in this 
group of young people which cannot be found in the population at large and 
in the life of the State. I do not maintain that centering the debate round 
definite age limits was done intentionally in order to distract attention from 
the real focal points of the problem. It is, however, difficult to rid oneself of 
the impression that these accusations were laid against the younger generation in 
order to cover up a grave sense of failure which is sensed by all sections and 
age-groups of the population. 

If the sages of the older generation, the experts in its spiritual crisis and 
those who propound svlutions for it, really want to discuss these problems 
seriously, they are under an obligation to analyse them fully and comprehensively. 
Running away from responsibility ? Indifference to the task of upbuilding and 
pioneering ? These are the problems of the whole Jewish population of Israel, 
all its political parties and politicians, towns and villages, merchants and 
workers. The high school students are accused of staying away from political 
meetings — but do the teachers and parents of these high school students 
attend these meetings ? Cynicism about lofty national ideals, blind worship of 
imported cultural values — do these problems affect the young people exclusively, 
or are they central problems of our cultural life and values in this country ? 
Our youth is assimilating values taken from foreign lands ? But what of the 
state itself ? And our diplomatic service? And the national pomp and 
circumstance and our V.I.P.’s ? Are not our official holidays nothing more 
nor less than a set of imitations of foreign holidays ? The youth thinks that 
only a career and social success is important — but what do the state and the 
press consider important ? 

If the time is ripe for taking stock of the situation, let us do so honestly, 
without making Israeli youth a scapegoat. Let us talk about the Jewish people 
and the State of Israel — have we really made a leap of 2,000 years in history ? 
Are we living in an era when the divine promise is about to be implemented ? 
And, if the generation of the desert has died out — are we really entering a 
new period in history, when we shall be a single nation in our own homeland ? 

I hope that the reader will realize that I am not merely trying to turn the 
tables on the older generation by proposing that we discuss their sins of omission 
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and commission, instead of discussing the younger generation’s faults. I am 
simply suggesting that we eliminate the unimportant and misleading divisions 
between the respective age groups. I also hope the reader will understand that 
only someone who thinks that the praise for achievements is due to him personally 
or to the group to which be belongs, will regard the fact that we take note of 
the problems, difficulties and failures as affecting him personally or his group. 
The discussion which I propose should be entered into should, at least in my 
opinion, be entirely above and outside any mutual or unilateral recriminations. 
Here, too, I suggest discussing the problem in its widest possible aspect — the 
historical. 

At the beginning of the second decade of Israel’s existence, it would seem 
that the most important need in the process of our crystalization as a nation, both 
from the material and the spiritual standpoints, the most vital need for the evolu- 
tion of new forces within our midst — is the great, broad and deep awakening 
of self-criticism. After carrying the burden of our achievements — we must 
shoulder the burden of our failures as well; after all the jubilation and the 
rejoicing — we must face up to the high question marks, the doubts and the 
fears. The comparison with the past is pleasant, but this comparison is not always 
a gratifying one for some countries; the Jewish people and the State of Israel 
is fortunate, at this moment in its history, in being able to look back with pride 
and joy to the long road we have traveled in the last few decades. But this 
comparison should not be the only criterion. Each day should be its own criterion. 
In the same way that we are not ready to measure today in the light of tomorrow, 
or to content ourselves with the promise that tomorrow will be better, and that 
therefore we must put up with the evil of today, so, in the same way, we 
cannot measure today by the light of yesterday and be satisfied with the progress 
registered. It is not enough to know that yesterday was worse than today. Yesterday 
not only had a reality; it also had a dream. What is today’s reality, as compared 
with yesterday's dream ? Today there are not only achievements; there are also 
very real difficulties and failures, and these disturb our peace of mind. We live 
among them and feel them on our bodies. They affect the course of things and 
constitute influences in their own right. They are portions of reality which can- 
not be ignored, which require us to adapt ourselves to them and to create a new 
picture of the world that we would like to sce. The admission that they exist 
did not create them, and it will also not reinforce them. On the contrary: recogni- 
tion that these failures exist is the first step towards overcoming them. 


ie us take a concrete example: Tel Aviv, Israel's largest city with its very 

real and bustling existence. Yesterday it consisted mainly of empty sand 
dunes. Today it is one of the most striking examples of the achievements of Jew- 
ish settlement in Palestine during the last half century. With the single exception 
of the kibbutz, Tel Aviv is probably the most original creation of Jewish genius 
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in its reborn homeland. But what a colossal failure this city represents ! The sea 
front, for example, is a depressing spectacle. A luxury tourist hotel rubs shoulders 
with a broken-down cafe and rows of rickety wooden dwelling on the one side, 
and with cafes making a feeble attempt at smartness and juke box dives fre- 
quented by juvenile delinquents from the slums on the other. This contrast 
between air-conditioned luxury and poverty-stricken shabbiness does not match 
the vision of a creative, go-ahead Hebrew city, with an organic and dynamic growth. 

Is glittering Dizengoff Street, center of Tel Aviv’s social and cafe life, an 
achievement or a failure ? Certainly it is, from one point of view, an achievement 
compared with yesterday: where once jackals stalked across the sand dunes, sleek 
cars traverse a smart city artery. But, equally certainly, from the standpoint of 
our over-all way of lite, Dizengoff Street represents, and in fact is, a symbol of 
an absence of achievement, of a great failure in shaping the new way of life in 
Israel on the basis of cultural, material and social independence and originality. 

With a little malice or an average degree of mathematical precision, it is 
possible to survey all our progress in this country and to unearth other apparent 
achievements which are really failures. We set out to redeem our homeland — 
yet we are imprisoned in a third of the country, far removed from the promise 
of full redemption and from the whole of the country. Each one of us may 
have ceased being a Diaspora Jew -— but instead we have become here 
altogether one Diaspora Jew with two million heads. Each of us had freed himself 
from the hatred of the other nations — but all of us together are surrounded by 
the hatred of other nations and closed in on all sides by a wall more hermetically 
sealed than the Iron Curtain. Each of us has stopped living and making a living 
from unproductive professions and transactions, like the Diaspora Jewish /uftmensch 
— but all of us together are “‘living from the air’ and making a living from 
charitable donations. 

One of our most lamentable failures is the fact that the great majority of 
the Jewish people still lives in the Diaspora. The attitude of the Diaspora to 
Israel can only be described as mocking fate and history. After Israel's winning 
its independence and the historic rebirth of statehood, and all the other dramatic 
events which took place in the land of Israel during the 20th century — most 
of the world’s Jews remain in the Diaspora, if they are only allowed to do so. 
The only ones who want to immigrate to Israel are those who are forced to, 
who are hunted and persecuted. Yes, that is the way things are, even today — 
after Hitler, after the murder of the six million Jews in Europe, after the doctors’ 
libel in the Soviet Union — only the Jews who are discriminated against back 
home want to come to Israel. And the Jews living in the free and prosperous 
countries ? We will see them here as tourists, At best, after exhortations, and 
public relations campaigns, and Tenth Anniversary celebrations, and congresses 
which are really completely superfluous — they will be tourists and contributors 
to the United Jewish Appeal. We are unable to attract the Jews of the free and 
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prosperous countries, and they are unable or unwilling to be attracted to Israel. 
The gulf between us is widening, is starting to seem natural and permanent, 
so that we seem to have a division between World Jewry, which supports 
Israel, and the State of Israel, which is supported by World Jewry. This reveals 
a deep historical crisis which can lead to a final and absolute schism between 
the two main branches of the Jewish people. 

The gravest and most depressing of our failures is in the economic sphere. 
‘This is perhaps the fruit of our failure in foreign affairs and in our relations, 
or absence of relations, with the Arab countries, at least as much as it is the 
product of our country’s intrinsic poverty. A close acquaintance with the situation 
and contact with many people in positions of action and influence has led me 
to the conclusion that it is precisely the economic insecurity and the dilettantish 
nature of our achievements in this field which are the deepest factors in the 
ideological confusion, spiritual depression and cynical frivolity which are so 
prevalent in Israel at present. 

The panic which seized those responsible for our economy when the news 
of the Rumanian immigration broke, during the Tenth Anniversary year, the 
urgent flights and cables to the United States, the recruiting of the Israel Defense 
Forces’ highest-ranking officers in the drive to arise funds abroad, and the 
precipitous levying of new taxes at home, took on a tragi-comic turn with the 
closing of the doors to would-be immigrants from Rumania, but left a bad 
taste in one’s mouth, as if one had just dreamed an unpleasant dream. It 
seems to me that many of us, and perhaps first and foremost the leading people 
in Israel, have developed a sort of inferiority complex in this respect. From the 
standpoints of natural inclination, subjective ability, way of thinking and the 
demands of the struggle for existence, we are a typical Western country. We 
have engineers of an American standard, doctors at a European level, ultra-modern 
managerial officials — but all these have nothing to work on, and they are 
perpetually dogged by the comparison with what they should have and would 
have in other countries. The noise and commotion that we stir up in Israel, the 
constant race in the fields of security, transport and building — in all the 
unproductive fields — does not reflect any genuine inner ability, any organic 


growth or revolution. All of us know and sense this, and sooner or later it affects 
us deeply. 


| n the light of all I have said — and I have only listed a few items which 
seemed to me to be absolutely fundamental — the critjgal examination of the 
new generation will take on an entirely different character. It will readily be 
understood that the question of the younger generation, whether this is impor- 
tant or not, is merely the by-product of the problems of the entire generation. 
Instead of telling Israel's youth that our generation has taken a leap of 2,000 
years, as did the generation of Joshua, the son of Nun, and that they should 
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develop a messianic dream in their hearts, inspired and sustained by the Bible — 
they should be wakened to a sense of responsibility towards the entire range of 
this generation’s problems and to a great movement of revival and rebirth. 

Thus, in the same way that the young generation has no specific problems, 
it has mo specific solutions. There is no point in coming to the young generation 
with ready-made prescriptions and pamaceas, or presenting them with neat, 
hygienic programs of action. As I remarked earlier, it is pointless to demand 
that Israel’s youth educate itself on the lap of the Bible, dream a dream of 
redemption, serve in the country’s armed forces and even pioneer on the 
land — without presenting them as merely a part of the present generation’s 
broad and all-embracing network of tasks and responsibilities. Either the state 
must demand everything of the younger generation — or it must demand nothing. 

The state demands everything, we are told. Youth must save the situation not 
only in pioneering, but also in foreign affairs. It must both learn the Bible 
and beautify the appearance of Tel Aviv’s streets. It must settle the Negev 
desert and correct the entire structure of Israel's economy. The young people 
must not only live in the kibbutzim; they must also change and improve them. 

When the younger generation knows how to take upon itself the entire 
burden of responsibility for all our problems of national existence, when it stops 
waiting for its turn to fill the ranks and takes up the reins — then it will 
suddenly find, to its great surprise, that youth has disappeared, leaving only the 
generation. 

(Translated by Aubrey Hodes) 





There is a Way 


The spirit of humanity in us is a creative spirit, and therefore we trust in 
it... All those problems which, when considered from outside, are insoluble, become 
capable of solution from within through the spirit of humanity... Not only do 
we allot to this spirit, as its last and highest function, the transformation of the 
lack of peace to a state of peace among nations, but we try, first of all, to make 
it actual in ourselves... 


The spirit must become an act; wherever there is a lack of peace it must 
become actual. 
ALBERT SCHWEITZER 
(Die Kraft der Humanitatsgesinnung) 
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AN AFRICAN YOUTH’S SONG 


I am one of the young men of my country 
Poor in birth 

Poor in beauty. 

I am one of the young men of my country 
Rich in misery and misfortune. 

Our age is an age of confusion 

And miserable youth. 

My country is a martyr. 

It is a country of unhappy youth, 

Of stifled, muzzled youth, 

Of neglected, throttled youth. 

I am twenty years old, 

Tall and yet a child 

Like a new-born babe. 

Although I am only twenty 

I am as tired as an old man. 


I walk along a road that leads me nowhere. 


Is this what youth is ? 

No, I am not a young man, 

I am a slave 

And a slave has no age: 

He suffers till the day he dies. 

The youth of my age has not known war 
But their bodies are covered by wounds. 

Our whole country is covered by wounds. 
Oh, miserable Cameroon ! 
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Your youth die before becoming men ; 

The starving children cry a few times, then they die 
Calling their mothers, who drop exhausted 
Working in the fields. 


Is this what youth is ? 

I say no. 

In my mind there is a sullen fire 

Against the robbers of my youth. 

My poems are a cry for help 

My words are a call, a plea, a prayer. 

But no one an’swers me. 

No one even hears me. 

I am a slave 

And a slave has no age. 

I am talking to those who spit in my face 

But I do not want to stay stifled and still. 

I, a young man, want to live my age, 

To be a young man living in the modern age, 

A young man of my own young land. 
(Translated by Salah Baransi and Aubrey Hodes) 























FUTURE OF THE ARAB MINORITY IN ISRAEL 


The first meeting of the “New Outlook 
Forum,” sponsored by the Editors of this 
journal, was held on April 6, 1960 at 
Farmers’ House in Tel Aviv. The discussion, 
under the above heading, was introduced by 
Dr. Haim Darin, the Chairman of New 
Outlook's Editorial Board, who was fol- 
lowed by the three speakers of the evening: 
Mr. Michael Assaf, a member of the Editorial 
Board of Davar and a well-known Israeli 


MICHAEL ASSAF 


he nationalist movement is one of 

the necessary but most unfortunate 
phenomena in modern human life; the 
sooner it completes its task and disap- 
pears, the better it will be. There is 
no one just and true solution for the 
conflicting problems of nationalism; the 
nationalist movement arouses the worst 
sides of human nature and thus makes 
any fair solution impossible. 

So long as both the Jewish and the 
Arab nationalist movements remain as 
active and extreme as they are now, 
no equitable solution will be found for 
the problem of Jewish-Arab relations, 
both within the State itself and be- 


student of Arab affairs) Mr. Abdul Aziz 
Z'ubi, Vice-Mayor of Nazareth and member 
of New Outlook's Editorial Board, and 
Mr. Moshe Shamir, one of the most pro- 
minent of Israel's writers and novelists, The 
three panel speakers were followed by dis- 
cussion from the floor. Because of the interest 
in this subject, we are publishing condensed 
versions of the discussion. — Editors. 


tween states, even though a reasonable 
one is possible. 

To what foreign situations can we 
compare the position of the Arabs in 
Israel ? Perhaps best of all to those of 
Switzerland and Czechoslovakia. Switzer- 
land contains members of three minor- 
ities, each affiliated nationally to strong 
political powers beyond her borders: 
German, French and Italian. Czechoslo- 
vakia once had a strong German min- 
ority which looked towards a great 
Germany outside Czechoslovakia. Switz- 
erland’s solution was a positive one 
and so we should look for ours along 
the Swiss pattern. The case was not the 
same for Czechoslovakia, which finally 
drove out all the Germans. 
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The Arabs in Israel are also searching 
for analogous situations. They tend to 
compare their position in Israel to that 
of the Jews throughout the world, and 
feel that their relationship towards the 
surrounding Arab world is like that of 
World Jewry towards Israel. In other 
words, they demand the right to a 
full-fledged Arab nationalist move- 
ment in Israel: a right to belong to 
the Arab national movement, similar to 
the right World Jewry enjoys in its 
relationship to Israel. 


I feel that this desire or demand is 
a great tragedy because the Jews all 
over the world wish Israel to live and 
prosper, while the Arab nationalists in 
all the surrounding countries wish the 
opposite. We do not know for how long 
Nasser and Kasem will maintain their 
burning enmity towards Israel and their 
denial of the State of Israel's right to 
exist. Most Jews in Israel do not be- 
lieve those who tell them that if they 
yield on one point or another the Arab 
states’ attitudes will change. Most Jews 
do not believe that peace can be obtain- 
ed by making concessions to the Arabs. 


I want a State of Israel in which the 
Jews and Arabs will live like the Ger- 
mans and French in Switzerland; in 
which they will feel themselves to be 
free and yet do not belong to any Ger- 
man or French national movement 
beyond their borders. The Swiss Ger- 
mans did not follow Hitler. There is 
no other Jewish state in the world, so 
that the attitude of the dispersed Jews 
to Israel is different and not like the 
attitude of the Arab nationalists toward 
the Arab countries. 


Everything that can be done for the 
Isracli Arabs, until peace is attained, 
has already been done, or will be 
achieved in the near future. Mapai has 
accepted the Arabs into the Histadrut 
and will shortly accept them into her 
own party ranks. The last miserable re- 
mants of the Military Administration 
will disappear. 

The Arabs have put themselves into 
a blind alley; it is impossible to sup- 
port Arab nationalism and at the same 
time support Israel faithfully. If the 
Arabs of Israel do not show themselves 
able to accept that same national free- 
dom enjoyed by the Germans and the 
French in Switzerland, I see only a 
dark future. 


ABDUL AZIZ Z’UBI 


a years ago we were a majority; 
now we are a minority. Mr. Assaf 
compares us to the Germans in Switzer- 
land. But do the Swiss Germans have 
brothers and sisters in Gaza, Lebanon, 
Syria and Jordan ? 

I feel that I belong to the Palestinian 
Arab nation; I want my children to feel 
the same way. 

But now, what are the factors deter- 
mining our position and future as Arabs 
in the State of Israel ? 

These factors are the attitude of the 
Israeli Arabs themselves, Government 
policy, the attitude of the Jews to the 
Arabs in Israel and the attitude of the 
Arab states towards the Jewish people. 

To a certain degree the Israeli Arabs 
can help in this country — by recogniz- 
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ing the fact of Israel’s existence (and 
this recognition exists for every Arab 
with common sense). They need to wish 
to integrate themselves within Israeli 
society and to build their lives in this 
society, while at the same time preserv- 
ing their own culture and their cultural 
ties with the Arab world as a bulwark 
against assimilation. 

But Government policy remains deci- 
sive in determining the future of the 
Arab citizens. If anyone strikes me, I 
shall strike him back; if I cannot do 
that I will curse him. The Israeli 
Government has apparently decided 
that it wants the Arabs to remain, but 
how — this has still to be decided. 
There is a Military Administration, and 
there is national social security. There 
is the expropriation of land; there are 
good health services. The Military Ad- 
ministration strikes at our soul, our 
national self-respect; the health services 
help our bodies. But our souls, our 
honor, are more important. 

I also mentioned the factor of the 
Jewish people's attitude towards the 
Arab citizen. I haven’t felt any discri- 
mination against Arabs in Tel Aviv, 
but still a child in a Jewish school 
will tell his friend “Don’t be an Arab!” 
It is not the teacher who is at fault. 
If the Prime Minister states that the 
Arabs may be a fifth column, the Jew 
in the street will look at me with 
suspicion. If, on the contrary, the Prime 
Minister were to declare that the Arabs 
are good citizens, this would, tomorrow, 
affect that child in school. 

The fourth factor is the attitude of 
the Arab states toward Israel. If a fe- 
dayeen murders a Jew, or if the Egyp- 


tians stop ships in the Canal, the at- 
titude of the Jew towards the Arab 
here, wearing the same headdress, is 
affected. Unfortunately, however, I can 
change attitudes here more easily than 
I can in Egypt; here we are living un- 
der a regime which allows us to speak 
out and to state our demands. 

But three of the keys are in our 
hands. I believe that if we open the 
first three doors, we shall succeed ul- 
timately also in opening the fourth — 
the door to the Arab countries. 


MOSHE SHAMIR 


ad friendly discussion is the short- 
est path to understanding, though 
each speaks for himself. We have to 
free ourselves from Assaf’s exaggerated 
realism. I have still to be convinced of 
the great value of “realism” in history; 
that “‘realism’”’ falls to the ground with 
the first change in reality. We have to 
look for some original ideas and to 
look for contacts between individuals 
beyond. the barriers of party lines. 
Assaf comforts us by saying that we 
are about to witness the end of dis- 
crimination — the “remnants of the 
Military Administration.” There is no 
difference between us on that. But 
there remains the more serious problem 
of minority and majority, the problem 
of the individual and not of the law. 
I do not think that Michael Assaf’s 
comparison with Switzerland is a cor- 
rect one. How are the Arabs in Israel 
to look upon themselves ? Mr. Assaf 
says as an independent and autono- 
mous branch of the greater Arab nation, 
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with their exclusive interest in Israel. 
Abdul Aziz Z’ubi says that Israel is his 
home, but that in character, history and 
culture, he is part of the Arab people. 
According to present concepts there can 
be no common dialogue between these 
two positions; there can only be armed 
conflict. If, however, we refuse to ac- 
cept the present situation as the cor- 
rect reality, we will be able to find 
a bridge between the two stands. 

I question Mr. Assaf's prophecies for 
the future. The future is the result of 
human activity, of human will. Thought 
for the future is a natural part of 
human life. 

Thus the comparisons with both 
Switzerland and with other places are 
not correct. Both of our nationalist 
movements are young and dynamic, in 
the prime of their youth and energy. 
They are at the stage of social and 
cultural development, with large and 
healthy appetites. Switzerland never 
knew a situation of conflict between 
growing and arising nationalist move- 
ments, and the situation in Switzerland 
is one of stagnation and satiety. 

The question is how these two nation- 
al movements can join their courses in 
order not to come into conflict with 
each other. 

Mr. Assaf criticizes all nationalist 
movements and hopes for the day when 
these movements complete their task. 
In his opinion they are aggressive and 
narrow-minded. I don’t share this total 
criticism of nationalism. We have to 
distinguish between different elements 
and between different movements. I 
would not label the whole Zionist 
movement as aggressive. The large 


majority clings to a great and human 
ideal of fraternity and understanding 
between peoples. The Arab national 
movement is now led by men who dis- 
tort its aims and lead it astray, but it 
is an historic and fundamentally posit- 
ive movement, which all men must re- 
spect. Who will dare tell the Israeli 
Arab that he is not allowed to feel 
himself part of his national movement? 
If we really believed that every nation- 
al movement was aggressive, then the 
situation would be very tragic. But we 
don’t have to believe that. 

The solution begins in the simple 
human approach, because it is the man, 
the individual, who is the basis. Let us 
not look for comfort in political con- 
cepts. The Foreign Offices will not 
find a common language. Foreign Of- 
fices exist in order mot to find such a 
common language, and our own For- 
eign Ministry has proved this. They 
play at politics without beginning to 
touch life itself. We have to think of 
human relations, in work, education 
and culture, and then we will be able 
to plan for the common existence of 
two growing, dynamic national move- 
ments which will not believe in en- 
mity. Instead of turning our eyes to 
the culture of the lands beyond the sea 
we will look to the countries across the 
border, and to the human beings, our 
brothers the Arabs, within our own 
borders. 


SHLOMO COHEN-SIDON 


sraelis and Arabs have a mutual 
fear of each other; this fear must be 
removed. There was a broadcast on the 
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Cairo radio station recently in which 
the speaker said that this region will 
not liberate itself until the Moslems, 
Christians and Jews unite. When the 
Arabs about us, and we too, have 
leaders who are free of fear, we shall 
attain peace. 

Michael Assaf’s analogy of Switzer- 
land does not apply, for many reasons. 
For one, the Germans and French in 
Switzerland have pretty much the same 
approaches to things. Here the situa- 
tion is just the opposite. As one 
example, while the whole Arab world 
was aroused over the events in South 
Africa, official Israel hardly reacted. 

Mr. Assaf is afraid of the leader- 
ship of the Arab people. The Arabs 
suffered for years because of their weak 
leadership. Now they have a strong 
leader in Abdul Nasser. I think it only 
natural that most of the Arabs look up 
to Nasser the way the Jews of America 
admire Ben-Gurion. 


MORDEHAI NAHUMI 
ichael Assaf’s analysis is based on 


M the assumption that permanent 
hatred between the two national move- 
ments is inevitable. If he were to accept 
the assumption that it is possible to find 
a bridge between them he wouldn’t find 
such a contradiction in the Arab minor- 
ity's feeling of belonging both to Israel 
and to the Arab national movement. 
Understanding is possible, and no Arab 
group can serve as a better bridge to 
understanding than the Arab minority 
in Israel, which suffers the effects of 
this contradiction. 


Mr. Assaf’s alternatives — separa- 
tion from the Arab world or inequality 
in Israel — are not realistic. He does 
not point to any way to pass from the 
evil reality to a better future. But we 
have to look to the future. How does 
he envisage the future relationships of 
Jews and Arabs ? If he is so pessimis- 
tic, why is his own party moving, as 
he says, towards the abolition of the 
remnants of the Military Government ? 

The improvement in their economic 
situation actually increases the Arabs’ 
resistance to the degradation and dis- 
ctimination in which they live today. 
If this degradation and discrimination 
did not exist, the Arabs in Israel could 
absorb Israeli culture and serve as a 
bridge for understanding between the 


two cultures. 


DOV EPPEL 


Ex national movement is aimed 
against someone else. We tend to 
think that peoples that have suffered 
are better able to understand the suffer- 
ing of others. Unfortunately this isn’t 
true. Instead, they are fanatical in turn. 
The Poles discriminated against other 
minorities. The Ukrainians have been 
cruel to other weaker peoples. The 
Jews apparently have suffered the same 
fate — we have suffered and we are 
unable to be tolerant. The Arabs in 
their turn have denied the Kurds the 
right to a national state. 

People, however, learn from history, 
which compels harsh but realistic so- 
lutions. Though Germany, for example, 
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never yielded her rights to the ter- 
ritories beyond the Oder, she absorbed 
eight million refugees within her eco- 
nomy and did not insist on keeping 
them in refugee camps. 

Discrimination against a national 
minority harms the nation that discrimi- 
nates, and at least for that reason I am 
against discrimination. 


HAIM DARIN-DRABKIN 


ha national movement of an oppres- 
ed people is also a force for free- 


ELIEZER LIVNE 


dom. There was once an agreement be- 
tween Weizmann and Emir Feisal on 
cooperation betwen the different 
peoples in the region. Today we have 
to go beyond the limits of narrow 
nationalism and seek for integration 
within the frame of the liberation of 
the Middle East. 

In the last analysis we have to start, 
as Moshe Shamir said, with the rela- 
tionships between man and man. Per- 
haps our most important task is to edu. 
cate the younger generation to mutual 


respect. 


ISRAELI DEMOCRACY AND THE ARABS 


Mr. ELIEZER LIVNE'’S article, presented 
below, was written in reaction to the discus- 
sion held in the Israel Knesset, following a 
motion by some of the opposition parties to 


T he Knesset debate on the Military 
government was very interesting, for 
one than one reason. 


The results of the voting — 42 in 
favor of continuing the Military Go- 
vernment, 24 against, and 27 absten- 
tions — proved that there was a clear 
majority of 51 to 42 against the Mi- 
litary Government. Those who abstain- 
ed declared they saw public and moral 
harm in continuing the Military Go- 
vernment, but that reasons stemming 


abolish the Military Government. We are 
presenting it as another aspect of the discus- 
sion presented in the previous pages. 

— Editors 


from considerations of party politics 
prevented them from voting against it. 

The Prime Minister’s actions were 
no less revealing. He opened his 
speech in justification of the “Govern- 
ment” by declaring that “this country 
may see nationalist disturbances and 
bloodshed not only between Jews and 
Arabs, but also between the various 
minorities.” * This was rather a strange 


* All quotations are from the stenographic 
report of the Knesset, 
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prophecy to come from the mouth of 
the Head of the Government. In con- 
tradiction to Mr. Ben-Gurion’s forecast, 
there has been very little bloodshed 
between national groups and com- 
munities in this country. The most im- 
portant took place in Kafr Kassem, a 
village subject to the Military Govern- 
ment, which did not act to prevent 
“disturbance” and “bloodshed,” to say 
the least. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion did not succeed in 
revealing any connection between the 
existence of the Military Government 
and the prevention of infiltration 
(which is supposed to be its main just- 
ification). Most of the violent infiltra- 
tions occurred before 1956, at a time 
when the Military Government was 
still in full force. Since then infiltra- 
tion has decreased considerably, despite 
the fact that the Military Government 
has been limited and relaxed. We 
should apparently be able to deduce 
from this fact that it actually increases 
infiltration... However, this deduction 
is just as unfounded as the opposite as- 
sumption that the “Government” pre- 
vents it. The truth is that the Military 
Government does not deal with mili- 
tary affairs and is not a factor affect- 
ing infiltration, whose increase depends 
mainly on the policies of the neighbor- 
ing countries. When Mr. Abdul Nasser 
decided that he had more effective 
ways of “‘embittering Israel’s existence” 
(in Mr. Ben-Gurion’s words), infiltra- 
tion decreased to a minimum. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion devoted most of his 
speech before the Knesset to the psy- 
chological explanation of criminal and 
violent infiltration: ‘There have al- 


ready been large-scale infiltrations which 
were abetted by the inhabitants on the 
border, and I don’t blame them. They 
did indeed act against the law, but 
I can understand them... If an Israeli 
Arab gives shelter to infiltrators, from 
the juridical point of view I will bring 
him to trial and put him in prison. 
From the human point of view, how- 
ever, I will understand him. I might 
do the same in his place... I can un- 
derstand the intentions of those giving 
shelter to infiltrators, even when the 
latter do not come for material gain 
but 22 order to embitter the life of the 
State of Israel and its existence.” These 
remarks, including the idea contained 
in the last sentence, were not a slip of 
the tongue. Mr. Ben-Gurion repeated 
them three times during his address. 
What conclusions international, 
Arab and Jewish public opinion draw 
from them? I believe the concluions 
are clear, and as far as the last two 
factors are concerned, they were prob- 
ably intended by the speaker. 
International public opinion, includ- 
ing the UN., conclude _ that 
violent infiltration and its terrible re- 
sults are “natural” and ‘“‘human.”’ From 
the formal point of view the infiltra- 
tors and those who hide them trans- 
gress against Israeli law (something 
which even those sending the fedayeen 
do not doubt); from a patriotic point 
of view, however, they may be justi- 
fied. Mr. Ben-Gurion understands them 
and would do the same in their place.. 
The Israeli protests against the acts of 
the infiltrators, fedayeen and their like, 
as inimical and inhuman, thereby lose: 
their moral basis. The work of the: 


will 


will 
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agents of the Arab governments which 
organize the infiltration will now be 
relatively easier. No matter what the in- 
filtrators do or how murderous their 
actions, the representatives of the U.A.R. 
will only have to quote the words of 
the Head of the Government of Israel. 
Mr. Ben-Gurion certainly did not in- 
tend any such result. 


¥ -* »& 


his was not, however, the most 

serious aspect of Mr. Ben-Gurion’s 
speech. The most important aspect was 
in the influence of the speech, and of 
other similar speeches, on Jews and 
Arabs, and on the relations between 
them. 

The Arabs, and especially the Israeli 
Arabs, will conclude from the Prime 
Minister's remarks that it is natural 
and human on his part to help the 
enemies of Israel. As a self-respecting 
person he will feel constrained to act 
in this way, since the Prime Minister 
would do the same in his place. It 
would not be human or natural for an 
Israeli Arab to appear as an agent for 
appeasement between Israel and _ the 
Arab states (which would, of course, 
mean giving up violent infiltration). 
There are, indeed, Arabs who do speak 
in this ‘‘defeatist’” manner, as, for ex- 
ample, the Arab members of the Knes- 
set. These apparently do not act out 
of human considerations which are wor- 
thy of respect. The Prime Minister 
does not respect their considerations, 
would not act like them in their place, 
and perhaps does not even believe 
them. 


This is as far as the Arabs are con- 


cerned. As for the Jews — the Prime 
Minister never tires of saying that the 
possibility of war is the natural possibi- 
lity facing us and the Arab countries. 
Mr. Ben-Gurion does this not only at 
meetings of political leaders who might 
be able to differ with him. He speaks 
in the same vein at assemblies of youth 
and new immigrants. One example out 
of many: at a meeting of immigrant 
villagers at Ahisamah near Lod, Mr. 
Ben-Gurion declared that ‘‘forty million 
Arabs suffered defeat by six hundred 
and fifty thousand Jews. Can they ac- 
cept it ? Can Nasser forget the shame 
of his defeat by the Israeli Defense 
Forces ? Nor will the other Arab arm- 
ies forget’ (Davar, September 14, 
1959). 

One may agree with Mr. Ben- 
Gurion’s fundamental assumption about 
the lack of any possibility of appease- 
ment between the Arabs and us, or one 
may disagree. One may differ with the 
style of his language, even if one 
doesn’t place great hopes on the pos- 
sibilities of peace. One thing, however, 
is not open to disagreement — a 
statesman speaking this way to Jews 
and to Arabs is not looking for peace 
and is not helping to prepare for it. 
Israeli citizens and Jews throughout the 
world who look towards an Arab- 
Jewish settlement must criticize Mr. 
Ben-Gurion’s conduct. 

And they have no right to abstain. 


» &_® 

A‘ the voting in the Knesset, repres- 
entatives of the various parties made 

their statements. The spokesman for 

one of the groups of Arabs attached 
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to the majority party declared that “the 
Military Government gives us the feel- 
ing of discrimination and inequality.” 
Despite this, however, he and his com- 
rades did not vote for the abolition 


“it 
intention of those who 
raised the subject of discussion to serve 
the Arabs of Israel.” 
sume that the parties raising the ques- 
tion didn’t intend to “‘serve’’ the Arabs 
of Israel, but themselves, why must an 
Arab ML.K., that the 
Military Government causes discrimina- 
tion and inequality, abstain from strug- 
gling for its abolition ? 

I am not qualified to speak for the 
parties which raised the problem of 
the Military Government in the Knes- 
set. But I am one of the tens of 
thousands of Jewish citizens who op- 
pose the Military Government and are 
ashamed of it, not because we want to 
“serve” the Arabs of Israel. We want 
to serve Israel, and the Military Gov- 
ernment affects us as citizens and as 
Jews. It cultivates a superfluous and 
corrupt administration, forms a fortress 
of arbitrariness and legal discrimina- 
tion, and is not dependent upon the 
normal civil authorities of the country. 
The Military Government is dangerous 
for the Jews no less, and with the 
passage of time, much more than it is 
for the Arabs. It does not fill any 
military need and it deals, unfairly, 
with a range of non-military matters: 
the distribution of the lands of Israeli 
Arabs to privileged Jews, who lease 
them to the local Arabs in turn; the 
granting of work permits and travel 
permits to Arab inhabitants; advice to 


of the Military Government since 
was not the 


Even if we as- 


who believes 


the authorities in different fields, all 
accompanied by discrimination and part- 
isan pressure. The Military Govern- 
ment’s main task is to keep as many 
Arabs as possible dependent upon the 
dominant party's institutions, enterpri- 
ses and protection. Because of this, all 
the other parties are opposed to it. 
Their opposition is legitimate, 
from a party point of view. 


even 


The Jewish citizen who wants to do 
away with the Military Government, 
wants to serve his country, his people's 
honor and freedom. He is repelled by 
the rot and ugliness. He isn’t always 
sure whether he is also fulfilling the 
desires of all Israeli Arabs. There are 
some Arabs who want the tension bet- 
ween the state and its Arab citizens to 
continue, believing that this tension 
is natural and helpful to Arab nation- 
alism. These people will not be pleased 
by the abolition of the Military Govern- 
ment. They are interested in any wound 
or insult which can fan the flames of 
mutual hatred. 


It is one of the aims of the Military 
Government not to allow our Arab cit- 
izens to express their free will, and 
to compel them to elect hangers-on. 
From this point of view it may be only 
natural that this Arab spokesman in the 
Knesset and his comrades abstained from 
voting against the Military Government. 
If it were abolished they might no 
longer be able to be Members of Knes- 
set, fulfilling their parliamentary tasks 
by abstaining on matters concerning 
their own community and voting un- 
concernedly on other matters, according 
to the dictates of their Jewish guardians. 
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MONTH 
BY 
MONTH 


When a man occupying as important a 
position as the chairmanship of the United 
States Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
makes a flying visit to the Middle East, his 
on-the-spot reactions and impressions are 
sure to be studied carefully, Senator William 
J. Fulbright, who occupies this august post, 
has just spent five days in Cairo, a short 
time in Jordan and 36 hours in Israel, 
Before coming to this part of the world he 
suggested that he was particularly interested 
in the Arab refugee problem, which he 
regarded as the key to Middle East peace. 

The first fruits of his visit appeared in 
an interview with the Jerusalem correspondent 
of the New York Times, In the interview, 
given during the Senator's visit to Israel, 
he proposed that “Israel should permit some 
of the hundreds of thousands of Arab 
refugees to return to the land they left 12 
years ago.” Being convinced, from this tour, 
that the refugee problem was at the root of 
the hostility between Israel and the Arabs, 
he said that he would attempt to set up an 
impartial body of experts to study the refugee 
question, provided there 
commitment from Israel that she would 
cooperate in a “grand resettlement program.” 
Senator Fulbright added that the Arab coun- 
tries could scarcely object to an investigation 
into the wants of the refugees. 

Without going into the complicated refu- 
gee problem, I would suggest that Senator 
Fulbright’s suggestion of an impartial enquiry 
could be accepted by both sides to the dispute, 
as contributing towards greater knowledge of 
the dimensions of the problems which have 
to be tackled. Since its inception New 
Outlook has argued that before the prob- 


was an advance 
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lem can be tackled it must be understood; 
that little accurate and basic information was 
available about the number of Arab refugees 
who would want to return to Israel, if given 
the choice between returning and accepting 
compensation; that, in short, the lack of 
knowledge about the problem was itself the 
first obstacle to its solution. We have 
suggested a number of times that a neutral 
body of experts, perhaps under United 
Nations auspices, could perform a valuable 
service by investigating the refugees’ real 
demands and the dimensions of the challenge 
which the problem presents to both Israel 
and the Arab host countries. Senator Fulbright 
seems to be thinking along similar lines: 
he suggested that experts could be invited 
from an international organization in touch 
with refugee problems, or from a country 
which was not directly involved in the 
dispute, 

Senator Fulbright’s suggestion is a positive 
one, which cannot logically be opposed by 
either side and puts scientific investigation 
before the inevitably emotional discussion of 
possible solutions. This journal, and those 
people on both sides of the Gaza Strip, the 
walls of Old Jerusalem and the Israel— 
Lebanese border who recognize the need for 
action to break the Middle East deadlock, 
will follow the fate of the Senator's proposal 
with interest. 

xk kk 

An African leader now visiting Israel told 
me the following story : 

An African who had studied at a South Af- 
rican university, obtained his Master of Arts 
degree and then gone to England for further 
studies, entered a London nightclub together 
with an English girl. At the next table sat 
a staunch Afrikaner Nationalist couple, who 
were horrified at this flagrant breach of 
apartheid. 

After a few minutes the Afrikaner man 
walked over to the African’s table and started 
shouting at him: “You filthy black, what do 
you think you're doing with that white girl? 
Take your dirty hands off her at once !” 

Instead of answering, the African put his 
head on the table and burst into tears. 
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The Afrikaner was flabbergasted: ‘What 
are you crying for, you bliksem?”’ he de- 
manded. 

“Ag baas,” said the African, smiling mis- 
chievously through his simulated tears, “you 
make meso homesick!” 

kkk 

One of the most interesting Asian and 
African groups now visiting Israel is the 
27-man Bhoodan study team, which came 
here following the visit of Narayan last year. 
They will spend several months in this coun- 
try studying cooperative farming, and later 
put this knowledge in practice on the 5 
million acres of land which Vinoba Bhave 
and his disciples have begged from India’s 
wealthy landowners to give to landless 
peasants, 

One of the leaders of the group told us 
that they had come here to learn the teachings 
of the kibbutz and to teach the use of non- 
violence in political disputes, He expressed 
his firm belief that the Gandhian principle 
of non-violence could be effective in solving 
India’s border dispute with China, and his 
hope that Israel would be the first country 
in the Middle East to adopt this code of 
living, which provides an answer to problems 
of everyday life and global politics. 

One may be sceptical about the practic- 
ability of this idea in the face of the present 
arms race, 


or argue that non-violence can 


only be effective if both sides agree on it 
in advance. But no one can spend some time 
with the members of the Bhoodan group 
without being impressed by their obvious 
sincerity, eagerness to study life in Israel 
and indefinable air of inner calm. We can 
indeed learn much from them. 
xk kk 

Sign of the times in Israel: in a recent 
competition for the most popular Israeli songs, 
third prize was awarded to a ditty in alternate 
Hebrew and Arabic verses, sung to a tune 
with an oriental melodic line. The music 
was composed by Dr. Shlomo Hofman, who 
has written for New Outlook on music- 
al topics, and the were written 
by Salim Sasua, a young Jewish immigrant 
from Iraq, who has published poetry in the 
local press. 

At the song contest, held in Tel Aviv's 
2,700-seat Mann Auditorium, the audience 
was called upon to vote for the most popular 
song, The Hofman-Sasua composition was 
acclaimed for its lively melody and rhythm, 
and won the third prize. 


words 


Here is one of the verses, in a free 
translation : 
A field of wisdom 
Will bloom in our land, 
Let our love of peace 
Head our hopes and dreams. 
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The Sociology of the Arab East 


THE ARABS OF THE MIDDLE EAST 
(POPULATION AND SOCIETY), by Gab- 
viel Baer (Hebrew), published by Hakibbutz 
Ham’ uchad Publishers, Tel Aviv, 1960, pp. 
267 with bibliography and index. 

The “Arabs of the Middle East,’ whose 
author is one of the outstanding younger 
Israeli specialists in Arab politics and society, 
is an important contribution to the sociology 
of the Middle East. The study discusses the 
present structure and status of Arab society 
from the various sociological points of view, 
excluding, in accordance with the accepted 
concept of “Middle East,” the Arabs of the 
Maghreb (North Africa). The book, there- 
fore, discusses the countries of the ‘Fertile 
Crescent,” the Arabian Peninsula, Egypt, and 
Libya, 

The author opens his exposition with an 
analysis of the demography of these count- 
ties. The exactitude which this subject re- 
quires is weakened because of the lack of 
censuses in most of the Arab countries. Even 
in those countries where censuses have been 
undertaken, they are mostly outdated and 
contain many technical faults. Dr. Baer also 
mentions a number of specific situations 
leading to inexact censuses, such as, for 
example, the presence of large nomad and 
semi-nomad populations. In the pages devot- 
ed to the Bedouin (120-135), the author 
publishes some of the accepted estimates of 
the Bedouin’s share in the total population. 
Other such causes are: the general illiteracy 
of the population (and thus the failure to 
understand the questions), suspicion and 
unreadiness to give correct information (fear 
of taxes or conscription), political considera- 
tions based on the competition of minority 


groups (especially true for Lebanon, where 
political affairs are decided by the com- 
munity key). 

Despite these difficulties, however, the 
author seems to have analyzed the figures 
at his disposal thoroughly and to have 
arrived at results reasonably close to reality. 
Dr. Baer takes up the problems of popula- 
tion concentration and distribution, age- 
structure, trends in population mobility and 
vital statistics. Here we have a wealth of 
interesting and instructive information, since 
the author has exploited all the serious and 
relevant sources, including monographs in 
various languages, particularly in Arabic, and 
newspapers and periodicals dealing with the 
social problems of the Middle East countries. 

The book contains a sub-chapter on 
“natural increase, migration and birth com 
trol,’ devoted mostly to Egypt— the country 
with the largest rate of natural increase in 
this region, Here the author describes the 
changes in viewpoint which have taken place 
recently concerning the solution of this 
important problem, The political leaders of 
the former regime usually encouraged a 
higher natural increase, often under a pseudo- 
patriotic guise, mainly because of the social 
interests of the landowners and industrialists. 
The present-day rulers have shown them- 
selves much more realistic, 

Dr, Baer quotes statements in favor of the 
speedy growth in population which were 
made by such members of the old regime 
in Egypt as Hafez Afifi (the former head 
of the Misr Bank) and Muhammed Aluba, 
a well-known writer and public figure. He 
compares these statements with an opinion 
given by Colonel Hussein ash-Shafei in answer 
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to a newspaperman’s query: ‘Not only are 
we in favor of birth control, but I consider 
it to be a social necessjty.’’ Colonel ash-Shafei 
characteristically supports himself by the 
identical quotation from the Koran which 
the orthodox use to argue against abortions 
and the like. Where the orthodox see a ban 
on abortion in the injunction: ‘Do not slay 
your children by hunger,” the representative 
of the new regime considers that allowing 
children to come into the world without 
limitation when their parents do not have 
the economic means to support and educate 
them properly is murder. 

The author also gives a resumé of an 
article which appeared in the semi-official 
al Goumbhouriya at the beginning of 1956, 
describing the dangers of the rapid growth 
in population and unequivocally suggesting 
the solution of birth control. 

Dr. Baer deals in some detail with the 
opposition of Moslem religious circles to 
the limitation of births in any form, (There 
are extremists who forbid the prevention of 
pregnancy or abortion even when these are 
dictated by health reasons.) The author also 
lists some other factors, apart from religion, 
which stand in the way of effective birth 
control, such as the negative attitude of the 
population both because of lack of knowledge 
of trust in the means offered, and family 
and other reasons. 

The author might have pointed out that 
government efforts towards birth limitation 
were recognizable only during the first two 
or three years, when the regime 
emphasized reforms at home, With 
the passage of time, this has changed; the 
government leaders have begun to devote 
their energy to foreign affairs and have 
neglected the problems of reform at home. 
It may also be that there is some fear that 
the clearly positive attitude towards birth 
control will adversely affect the relations 
with the other Moslem which 
Egypt wants to lead. 

The book also deals with the problem 
of population growth in Lebanon, which is 
less acute than in Egypt because of emigra- 
tion, In summary form the author compares 
the situation in both countries, thus giving 


new 
social 


countries 


the reader a clear picture of the special 
problems of each of these two over-populat- 
ed countries, 

The book’s second chapter deals with “the 
Woman and the Family.” Woman’s status 
in this society is determined both by re 
ligion and by pre-Islamic popular traditions, 
which often over-ride religious precepts when 
these are to the woman’s benefit, as for 
example, in matters of inheritance. The 
problems dicussed include polygamy, divorce, 
the women’s emancipation movement includ- 
ing a survey of women’s organizations during 
the present century and changes in their 
status jn government and society). The second 
half of the chapter is devoted to the family 
and its various forms in the different count- 
ries, as well as to recent social develop- 
ments which have, here and there, begun 
to affect the traditional structure. 

The author apparently devoted a great 
deal of effort to the chapter dealing with 
community divisions, discussing the role of 
the religious community in Middle East 
society, and detailing the differences between 
the Moslem confessions (Sunnis, Shi’is, 
political and religious orders in Sudan and 
Libya, etc.), and those close to them — such 
as the Druze and others, the various Christ- 
ian sects (which have a chapter of their 
own), the Jews and other small minorities — 
the Yazidis and particularly the pagans of 
Sudan, 

In discussing the Bahai’s, the author erred 
in writing that “outside of Israel they are 
found only in Iraq.’ There is a small but 
active community of a few hundred in- 
dividuals in Egypt. A large part of the 
sect’s literature in Persian and Arabic was 
printed in Cairo during the 20's, As late as 
the 40’s of this century, the members of 
the Egyptian community published irregular 
periodicals devoted to the life of the group. 

The author discusses the various Arabic 
dialects and classifies them cursorily, and 
then passes on to the other language groups 
of the Middle East, completing the chapter 
with tables analysing the community structure 
of each country. The last two chapters deal 
first with ecological distribution, e.g, the 
division into Bedouin, fellahin and urban 
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dwellers, and end with a discussion of 
“Strata and Classes.” In discussing the Arab 
village, the author goes into the problems 
of agrarian reform, concluding, however, that 
“the time has not come to evaluate the fulfill- 
ment of the agrarian laws in Syria and Iraq.” 
Concerning the agrarian reform in Egypt, 
however, on which subject the author is one 
of the few experts and has written a number 
of studies, Dr. Baer could have given fuller 
details than he has. The cause, apparently, 
lies in the long delay in the book’s publica- 
tion, for “reasons over which the author 
had no control,” as he states in the in- 
troduction. 

“The Arabs of the Middle East’’ has added 
importance because of the fact that it is the 
first study of its kind in any language de- 
voted to the sociology of the Arab world 
as a whole, It is a book of great interest 
whose value is not lessened by the few 
mistakes and lacunae, The author himself 
complains, in various places, of the chronic 
lack of material on countries such as Yemen, 
Libya and most of the principalities of the 
Persian Gulf. Future editions will undoubted- 
ly enable him to correct the errors and to 
fill in the gaps. 

This reviewer would like to conclude his 
review with a hope that we may reach the 
time when an Israeli Arab scholar, one of 
those now studying in Israel's higher schools 
of learning, will publish, in his own 
language, a book on Israel and the Jewish 
people, with the same knowledge, sensitive- 
ness and seriousness as Dr. Baers work on 
the Arab world, 

M. K. 


A Drama on the Egyptian Peasant 


AS-SAFAQA (THE TRANSACTION), a play 
in three acts, by TAWFIQ AL-HAKIM, 
Namudhajiyya Press, Cairo, 164 pp, 

In one of his books Tawfiq al-Hakim, the 
foremost Egyptian writer of to-day, wrote: 
“I do not dictate to my characters, but I 
create people that can talk.’ Arabic drama 
was still in its infancy when al-Hakim started 


writing. Before him Ahmad Shawgqi (who died 
in 1932) wrote heavy and artificial poetic 
dramas in which bloodless characters talked 
in pre-Islamic rhetoric. Al-Hakim chose to 
write about what man has done to man, 
especially in Egypt, in a language that the 
ordinary Egyptian understood. 

Al-Hakim is the Egyptian writer most 
widely known outside his own country, Of 
the forty-odd novels and plays to his credit, 
no less than twenty-four have been translat- 
ed into French alone, Many have also appear- 
ed in English, Russian, Spanish and Hebrew 
(two novels). 

In his works al-Hakim has tended almost 
invariably to cast himself in the double role 
of dreamer and social reformer, Thus whereas 
in his latest play, ““The Thorns of Peace,” 
he hinted at peace with Israel, albeit in 
universal-symbolic terms, in the play under 
review he reverts to his other theme, the 
social drama, and discusses the plight and 
problems of Egypt's peasantry. 


Published in 1957 when Abdul Nasser was 
proclaiming his land reforms, which have 
since affected, with varying degrees of 
success, about 10% of Egypt’s peasant popula- 
tion, “The Transaction” poignantly describes 
the Egyptian peasant’s hunger for a little 
bit of land he can call his own. Word has 
reached the village elders of a typical Egypt- 
ian village that their land jis being offered 
for sale to the highest bidder. After frantic 
attempts have been made to raise the money 
with which to buy the land, they hear the 
shattering news that a certain Bey has de- 
cided to buy it. The second act of the play 
describes how the villagers try to dissuade 
the Bey from buying the land, They succeed 
in buying him off by giving him the huge 
bribe of IE 200, as well as a village elder’s 
daughter who chanced to be within the Bey’s 
sight when he was counting the bribe. 
The third act deals with the girl’s escape 
from a hospital where she was confined 
after feigning madness, when it became clear 
to her that her new master had other plans 
than to make her his son’s nurse, To her 
people she also brings word that she had 
overheard the Bey confiding to his agent 
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that the bribe had actually gone to the 
wrong man, since he had never intended to 
buy the land. 

Throughout his long literary career al- 
Hakim has been experimenting not only with 
ideas and themes, but also with style. He 
had no tradition behind him save the petrified 
heritage of time-honored themes and obsolete 
style. Thus, whereas he had previously written 
either in the classical or in the colloquial 
Arabic, here he in effect invented a third 
language, in which he colloquialized certain 
words and classicized others, in order to 
satisfy both schools of style, and to make 
himself understood by the semi-literate and 
appreciated by the highbrows, The latter, 
however, have called al-Hakim’s new-fangled 
style “Arabic Esperanto,’ prophesying for it 
the same obscurity into which the intenation- 
al language has fallen. 

Be that as it may, what is most commend- 
able in this play, as indeed in most of al- 
Hakim’s work, is its freshness and, by the 
standards of present-day Arabic writing, its 
impeccable art, Literary ruts were always 
hateful to him, and in “The Transaction” 
he has steered clear of all the beaten tracks 
in modern Arabic writing. 

E.H. KHAZOUM 


‘Russia’s Aims in the Middle East 


THE SOVIET UNION AND THE MOSLEM 
WORLD, 1917-1958, by IVAR SPECTOR, 
University of Washington Press, Seattle, 1959, 
328 pp. $ 5.00, 

The appearance of Soviet influence in the 
Middle East js still thought by some political 
commentators to be a sudden event, Ivar 
Spector's book shows how deep-rooted and 
long-standing the Soviet concern with the 
Moslem world has been, and how closely 
the Soviets have followed revolutionary activ- 
ities in the eastern countries. The 1905 
Russian Revolution had far-reaching repercus- 
sions upon the Orient, and one of the Soviet 
Government's first activities was the publica- 
tion of the famous “Appeal to the Moslems 
of Russia and the East.” 

Spector's book is based on diligent re- 


search and contains much valuable informa- 
tion and historical detail on Soviet policy 
towards Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan and the 
Arab countries, part of which is published 
for the first time, Over a third of the book 
consists of translations from Soviet and 
Communist political literature, party pro- 
grams, resolutions and other documents, Of 
particular interest is the full translation 
from the Russian of an official publication 
issued by the Central Committee of the 
All-Russian Communist Party (B), Issued in 
1934, the “Documents of the Programs of 
the Eastern Communist Parties” deal with 
Turkey, the Arab countries, Egypt and Pales- 
tine (pp. 111-178). The chapter on Soviet 
cultural impact on the Moslem world also 
contains much valuable information on trans- 
lations and the literary influences of Russian 
and Soviet writers on modern Moslem 
authors. 


But, although this book contains a wealth 
of material, the author's analysis and evalua- 
tions are unsatisfactory. This is mainly be- 
cause his knowledge and understanding of 
Moslem society is inadequate. He says, for 
example, (p. 243) that Taha Hussein's work 
on pre-Islamic Arab poetry was published 
in 1931 and “amounted to an indictment of 


Islamic dogma’ — whereas the book had in 
fact appeared in 1926 and merely refuted 
some traditional beliefs, It is also quite 


to characterize Taha Hussein's 
work as “a cross between that of Gogol and 
Tolstoy;’ he was mainly influenced by 
French writers. And it is nonsensical to say 
of Haled Muhammed Haled that “he preaches 
Tolstoyism against an Egyptian background” 
(p. 348). 


unfounded 


Yet if Ivar Spector's acquaintance with the 
East is insufficient, his understanding of the 
motives and activities of Soviet policy is 
thoroughly distorted. While other observers 
believe that Soviet interest in the Moslem 
world is a fairly recent development, he has 
overshot the target and starts from the 
assumption that Soviet policy towards the 
East is merely a continuation of Cazarist 
imperialism. The book’s first sentence (p. 3) 
indicates Spector's which is 


main thesis, 














BOOKS 55 


assumed as an a priori maxim, but is not 
proved: “By the seizure of Kazan in 1552 
Ivan Grozny... began the Russian Crusade 
against the Moslem world, which has con- 
tinued for more than four centuries to the 
present day.” The spirit of the late Senator 
McCarthy is still alive in this book, and it 
evokes such ludicrous statements as ‘‘the 
October Revolution was, strictly speaking, a 
counter-revolution” which the Bolsheviks ‘‘per- 
petrated” against the praiseworthy Kerensky 
Government (p. 32), or that in the 1930's 
“Fascism represented middle-class reaction 
against disruptive Communist tactics in West- 
ern European countries” (p. 182). It would 
not be difficult to produce many examples 
of this type of thinking. 

It is no wonder that Mr, Spector finds it 
hard to understand why ‘Egyptian national- 
ists were more intent... on the control of the 
Sudan and the Suez Canal, issues that were 
of more immediate concern to Egypt than the 
containment of the Soviet Union” (p, 210). 
He agrees with the Pakistani Premier who 
said in 1954 that Communism is “worse 
than the H-bomb™ (p. 221). A man holding 
these views cannot be expected to under- 
stand either the Soviet Union or the Moslem 
world, 

ELIEZER BE’ERI 


Transplanting Western Economics 
THE INTRODUCTION OF WESTERN 
EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS INTO THE 
MIDDLE EAST, by JAMES BASTER, pp. 41, 
4/6, Chatham House Memoranda, Oxford 
University Press, 1960. 

The present pamphlet contains two chapters 
of a projected major study on the subject 
indicated in the title, written by James Baster 
of the U.N. Secretariat, before his untimely 
death in 1957. In a sense these chapters 
continue certain ideas, now applied to the 
international scene, which the author develop- 
ed in his essay, “The Little Less,” published 
in 1945, In this book, Baster, who pre- 
viously had seen service as an economist in 
the International Labor Organization and in 
the British Ministry of Reconstruction, pro- 


vided a brilliantly written, witty review of 
Britain’s economic policy in the inter-war 
period, castigating the policies of Producing 
Less, Growing Less, and Transporting Less, 
which monopolistic capitalism pursued with 
Government backing, a policy to which 
Labor had been a party with its restrictive 
union practices, Baster tried to disprove the 
widely accepted notion that liberalism as an 
economic system had failed, Like his Americ- 
an colleagues of the New Deal, he favored 
certain controls over those monopolistic and 
restrictive trade practices and forces which 
in practice almost always led to the suspen- 
sion of all economic freedom. 


In the present essay, Baster lashes out 
with barbed wit against concepts of Western 
capitalism of Manchester vintage which un- 
derly many of the policies of foreign aid 
and investment, concepts which are not 
adhered to even at home and certainly do 
not make sense in an area where the social 
framework is not adjusted to them, “The 
truly secular state on the Western model 
still has rather feeble roots in the Middle 
East, apart from Israel and Turkey. In fact, 
the sovereign state in its Westernized secular 
form is anathema to the devout Moslem...” 
(p. 11). “Problems of economic development 
in the Middle East are not primarily, and 
in some fields not at all, problems of 
shortages or disproportions in the factors of 
production in the narrow economic sense, 
but a failure of the framework in which 
they operate” (p. 12). “What seems to be 
needed is a change in social standards and 
in the goals of behavior, originating on a 
much wider front than the limited require- 
ments of an effective labor force and affect- 
ing many social activities quite remote from 
the labor market” (p, 19). “Something more 
is involved in these changes than a mere 
learning of techniques...” (p, 18), “Without 
the fullest consideration of these questions, 
economic development may merely spread 
misery over larger and larger numbers” 
(p. 23). 

In the second chapter on the Problem of 
Adaptation, devoted to international relations, 

(Continued on page 62) 








MIDDLE EAST SCENE 


Economic Developments in Egypt 

The Cairo press recently published the of- 
ficial foreign trade figures for 1959. These 
showed a slight drop in exports compared 
with 1958 and a considerably greater drop in 
imports, which fell from EL 238 million in 
1958 to EL 214 million in 1959, During 
the same period exports decreased from 
EL 164 million to EL 153 million, 

In 1959 the United States headed the list 
of the six countries supplying goods to Egypt. 
The U.S. sold goods worth EL 30 million 
to Egypt, but only imported goods worth 
EL 2 million from that country. 

The figures for trade between Egypt and 
West Germany, on the one hand, and the 
Soviet Union and the other Eastern bloc 
countries on the other, are interesting. Egypt 
imported goods worth EL 28 million from 
Western Germany in 1959, selling EL 7 mil- 
lion worth in return. This left a trade gap 
of EL 21 million, The West German Gov- 
ernment extended credit guarantees of up to 
500 million marks over 10 years to various 
industrial firms, in order to finance their 
exports to Egypt. 

At a certain stage in the economic nego- 
tiations between Bonn and Cairo, unexpected 
difficulties arose when Cairo demanded that 
Bonn buy more Egyptian cotton. The German 
trade mission claimed that their country’s 
textile mills bought large quantities of Egypt- 
ian cotton, not directly from Egypt, but from 
the countries of the Eastern bloc, which were 
selling this cotton at prices 
below those asked by Egypt... 

According to official Egyptian figures, Egypt 
had an adverse trade balance with the West 
in 1959, whereas there was a favorable balance 
of trade with the Eastern bloc, Soviet ship- 
ments to Egypt reached a total of EL 27 
million in 1959, compared with the EL 28 
million in Egyptian goods sent to these 
countries, Together, all the countries of the 
Soviet bloc sent Egypt only 31% of its im- 
ports, while taking 54% 
exports. 


considerably 


of the Egyptian 


The Cairo Al Ahram _ published the 
last official report of the Egyptian National 
Bank in Cairo. This revealed that in March 
1960 the bank had in its possession gold and 
foreign currency reserves totalling EL 84 mil- 
lion, compared with reserve of EL 110 mil- 
lion in November 1959. Since gold reserves 
remained about the same, Egypt's foreign 
currency reserves dropped by over 50% from 
EL 49 million to EL 23 million during four 
months, despite the drastic limitation of im- 
ports and the constant stream of economic 
aid from both world blocs. 


Lebanon to Nationalize Beirut Port 


On April 13 of this year an agreement 
‘was signed between the Lebanense G vernmen 
and the Beirut Port Company, whose head- 
quarters are in Paris, according to which the 
company will be nationalized in 30 years’ 
time in return for a sum of LL 10 million, 
to be paid by the government to the French 
company. 

The following details of the nationalization 
agreement were published in the Lebanese 
paper El Hayat: 

1. After the agreement is approved, the 
Lebanese Government will pay the company 
the sum of LL 10 million for the concession 
originally granted in 1887, which expires in 
1990. 


2. The responsibility for the construction 
of the thrd br akwater will be placed io 
the hands of the government, which will act 


in this matter in accordance with the general 
needs of Lebanon. 


3. The lands registered in the company’s 
mame in 1887, covering an area of 14,000 
square meters, will 
property. 

4. The lands acquired by the company 
in 1934, totalling 44,000 square meters, will 
be replaced by state lands. 

5. The land acquired by the company 
during the last ten years by land reclamation 
in the area of the port, totalling 43,000 


remain the company’s 
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square meters, will be handed over to the 
state. : 

6. From 1960 onwards the profits of the 
port’s operation will be divided equally bet- 
ween the company and the government. 

7. The company will pay its arrears in 
taxes, totalling LL 5.35 million, in full, and 
will also pay customs duties and other debts 
amounting to a similar sum. From 1960 the 
company will be subject to the prevailing 
income tax laws, 

8. The company office will be transferred 
from Paris to Beirut. 

9. During the 30 years which remain 
until the expiry of the company’s concession, 
the company will continue to operate the 
port under the conditions laid down in the 
agreement. 

10. This agreement renders null and void 
the claim filed by France at the Internation- 
al Court in the Hague, as the subject of the 
dispute has been agreed upon by both parties, 

The Beirut paper, El-Jarida, says that fol- 
lowing the new agreement, the Lebanese 
Council for Planning and Development has 
drawn up a plan to enlarge the port by 
erecting 2,700 meters of new quays, thus 
trebling the harbor’s working capacity, This 
expansion will cost LL 34.56 million, of 
which LL 14 million will go for the con- 
struction of new warehouses. 


Yarmuk Irrigation Project 

Explaining the progress made in the execu- 
tion of the Yarmuk irrigation project in Jor- 
dan, Mr. Hadad, the engineer who is super- 
vising the project on behalf of the Jordanian 
Government, stated that work on the first 
stage was proceeding satisfactorily. The length 
of the first stage, situated between the Yarmuk 
River and Wadi Ziklab, is 20 kilometers. 
This part of the plan includes the preparation 
of 18,000 dunams of agricultural land, which 
will be irrigated intensively and turned over 
to farmers this year. This is part of the 
80,000 dunams included in the first stage 
of the project, 

According to Mr, Hadad, $500,000 has 
been spent to date on digging the irrigation 
canals. $1,800,000 has been allocated to the 


project this year; this sum will be used for 
the erection of irrigation networks and for 
drainage schemes, 

The second stage will include an addition- 
al area of 70,000 dunams, between Wadi 
Ziklab and the Zerka River. The United 
States Operations Mission in Jordan has pro- 
mised to allocate further sums in the next 
fiscal year for the digging of the canal in 
this area. 

The third stage of the Yarmuk project 
will complete the scheme by enabling the 
irrigation of 120,000 dunams along a length 
of 76 kilometers, between the Yarmuk valley 
itself and Damiya. 

The Jordanian paper, Falastin, which reports 
these figures, adds that the Italian 
firm of Ambarisa has undertaken to dig the 
tunnel and to build the irrigation and drain- 
age installations required by the first stage, 
at a cost of 678,000 dinars (1 dinar=1 pound 
sterling), This company is currently working 
three shifts daily, manned by 200 Jordanian 
workers and 35 Italian technicians, 

An international expert, especially invited 
for this purpose by the canal authority, is 
supervising the plans of the scheme and the 
irrigation network. The Jordanian Government 
has also invited an international expert on 
irrigation problems, now working in Tan- 
ganyika, to advise them, This expert took part 
in planning the enterprise and is soon to 
visit Jordan in order to supervise the work. 


Agrarian Reform in Iraq 


The execution of a further step in Iraq's 
agrarian reform program was announced re- 
cently by the Baghdad Al Zaman. According 
to the paper, 425 plots of land, of 15 dunams 
each, were allocated to landless fellaheen in 
the Suleimaniyeh area, 

This month a thousand similar plots of 
land will be distributed in the Kut area. 
14 model villages will be erected on these 
plots of land, and these will be farmed ac- 
cording to up-to-date agricultural methods. 
Three model villages with 380 housing units 
and an irrigation network will be erected in: 
the Suleimaniyeh area. 
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Baghdad-Basra Railroad 

According to the Iraqi A-Sha’ab the con- 
struction of a new railroad between Baghdad 
and Basra has begun. It will be 520 kilo- 
meters long, and its construction will cost 
25 million dinars. 

The railroad will be built as part of the 
Soviet—Iraqi agreement on technical co- 
operation, signed last year. The project will 
take four years to complete, and at the same 
time another railroad will be laid from Basra, 
Iraq’s only port, to a mew port now being 
constructed at Umm Qasr. on Iraq's southern 
border, The new railroad, to be built under 
the supervision of Soviet engineers, will cut 
travelling time between Baghdad and Basra 
by half, The first five stations on the new 
line are already being marked out by Soviet 
engineers. 


Saudia Arabia Wants European 
Investors 

Saudia Arabian representatives are now 
visiting several countries and offering them 
various investment possibilities, according to 
the New York Herald Tribune's correspondent 
in Bonn, These include investing European 
capital in the Saudi Arabian oil industry, 
which is at present exclusively operated by 
Aramco. The Saudi Arabian representatives 
have offered oil prospecting concessions to 
German firms which have recently begun 
prospecting for oil in Libya, Syria and Le 
banon, These concessions have been proposed 
for areas on which Aramco has surrendered 
its own oil prospecting rights. 

The Saudi Arabian representatives also sug- 
gested that West Germany erect a chemical 
plant to process crude oil. Other suggestions 
were submitted to investors in Holland and 
Sweden. It is thought that one of the reasons 
for the approach to the European investors 
was a desire to reduce Aramco’s influence 
on Saudi Arabian affairs. 


Atomic Reactor in U.A.R. 

Al Akhbar of Cairo stated recently that 
the construction of the atomic reactor had 
been completed, and that Soviet experts would 
soon come to Cairo in order to supervise the 
final stages before completion. 

The construction of an isotope plant will 


be begun after the completion of the reactor. 
An Egyptian-Syrian delegation will shortly 
travel to Norway in order to obtain equip- 
ment for this plant and to undergo training. 
This plant will obviate the need to import 
isotopes, and will also make possible the 
export of isotopes to other Arab countries. 
Three experts from the International Atomic 
Energy Agency have arrived in Egypt in 
order to inspect the Egyptian atomic city of 
Inshas. The experts will report on the plan 


to erect an international atomic research 
center for the Middle East in Cairo which 
would undertake research into radioactive 
materials, 


Television in the Syrian Province 
of the U.A.R. 

An agreement recently signed between the 
U.A.R, Government and a Czechoslovakian 
company provides for the erection of two 
television stations in the Syrian province of 
the U.A.R. 

The Syrian newspaper, E/ Ayam, which re- 
ported this item, said that the stations would 
be completed at the beginning of 1961, at 
a cost of 44 million pounds sterling. The 
stations will be the most powerful operating 
in the Middle East, Their equipment will 
soon arrive in Latakia from Czechoslovakia. 


Archaeologists Seek Sodom 
and Gomorrah 

The Jordanian Government's Department of 
Antiquities has expressed doubts about the 
claims made by the head of an American 
archeological expedition, Ralph Beaney, who 
stated that his team had discovered the ruins 
of Sodom and Gomorrah in the Dead Sea. 

Dr. a-Rifai, Assistant Director of the Jor- 
danian Department of Antiquities, told Fa 
lastin that the report submitted by Beaney to 
the department before leaving Jordan had 
not revealed any factual evidence for the 
expedition’s claim. 

The American archeologist told Dr. a-Rifai 
that he had not managed to take any photo- 
graphs because his special cameras for under- 
water photography had not been able to 
penetrate the Dead Sea’s opaque waters. 

ELIEZER BEN-MOSHE 
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ECONOMICS : 


Large Under-Water Pipeline 
for Haifa Port 

A large diameter under-water pipeline will 
be laid within one year from the oil port 
in Haifa Bay to an anchorage at sea in 
order to handle the increased quantities of 
petroleum flowing from Eilat to Haifa with 
the completion of the 16-inch line, 

Work will begin next autumn and is to 
be completed within a few months, The 
project is being planned by Tahal (the 
Israel Water Planning Authority). The new 
line will cost IL25 million and will be 
about 314 kms, long. It will be capable of 
serving some of the biggest tankers in the 
world, The new line will be much bigger 
than the two lines presently used to load 
tankers, 


Sole! Boneh African Projects 
Expanding 

Solel Boneh, in conjunction with its assoc- 
iates, is working on projects worth over $40 
million in nine African countries. In Ghana 
alone, $9 million worth of work is being 
carried out, and projects worth $4 million 
are being executed in Eastern and Western 
Nigeria, with projects totalling a similar 
sum in Sierra Leone, 

These jobs include construction works and 
the development of water resources. Among 
the projects there is also the building of a 
university hospital in Ghana, on the lines 
of the new Hadassah hospital in Jerusalem. 
Solel Boneh was also asked to aid in the 
establishment of small industries in Ghana. 
Technical Preparations Completed 
for Construction of Haifa Shipyard 

The signature of a contract between the 


Haifa Port Authorities and a Dutch ship- 
yard firm has marked the completion of the 
technical preparations for the construction of 
the Haifa shipyard. Following discussions 
with the Dutch experts, it was agreed that 
the Netherland shipyard would help the 
Israeli company to build the shipyard and 
would give its advice on all questions in- 
volving ship building and repair, 

The shipyard will be built in three stages, 
the first involving an investment of ten 
million dollars, According to the Dutch ex- 
perts, by the middle of 1961 the shipyard 
will be able to repair ships of all kinds, 
and perhaps build vessels of up to 10,000 
tons after the shipway is installed. The second 
stage will be reached by the middle of 1962. 

Within five years the shipyard will reach 
a stage in which two shipways be able 
to build vessels of up to 30,000 tons, in 
addition to regular repair work. 


Tourism Rises 45 Percent in 1960 

39,840 tourists visited Israel] during the 
first four months of 1960, as compared to 
27,429 for the same period last year —a rise 
of 45.2 percent. In April 1960 there were 
16,785 tourists, fifty percent more than the 
10,482 visitors who came in April 1959. 
This is of special importance to the Israeli 
economy, as tourism has a higher added 
value than any other export item, and is 
the second highest dollar earner, exceeded 
only by citrus exports, 

Efforts to attract tourists during the usual 
off-season in the winter months were 
particularly successful. There were 21,745 
winter tourists during the 1959-60 season 
(November to February) as compared with 
14,753 and 12,826 during the two preced- 
ing years. 
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“Sabra” Orders Total $1,250,000 

The Autocar Company of Haifa now has 
on its books orders worth $114 million 
for its ‘Sabra’ cars. The plant began produc- 
ing plastic cars in 1959 and has so far 
assembled over 400, of which 200 have 
already been exported. The plastic bodies 
can be produced without large investments, 
The factory's development plans call for the 
early production of sports cars, 4-seater 
passenger cars, and pick-ups, It is soon to 
begin operating on a two-shift basis, and 
will then turn out 100-200 cars per month, 
most of which have already been ordered 
by foreign importers. 


EDUCATION : 


Arab Teachers and Civil Servants 
Discuss Civic Problems 

Some 60 Arab teachers and civil servants 
recently took part in a three-day symposium 
on citizenship in Haifa, The discussion was 
frank and lively. There was a tour of de- 
velopment, health, and educational projects 
in the Kfar Saba area, and on a Friday 
distributed 
the homes of 30 Haifa families as 
dinner-guests. 

Speakers at the symposium included the 
chairman of the Israel Journalists Associa- 
tion on “The Press in the Democratic State,” 
an Arab magistrate on “The Citizen and the 
Law,” and the director of the Ministry of 
Arab Division on “Values and 
Aims in Education.” Other addresses were 
devoted to “The Role of the Educated Arab 
Woman in Her Society,’ 


of Juvenile Delinquency.’’ The symposium was 


evening the participants were 


among 


Education's 


and the “Treatment 


one of a series for the Arab intelligentsia, 
organized by the Ministry of Education. 


First Agricultural Settlement 
Celebrating 90th Anniversary 
The 90th anniversary of the founding of 
the Mikveh Israel Agricultural School, the 
first settlement to be 
established in the country since Jewish re- 
settlement began, is being celebrated in May. 
Mikveh Israel was founded by the French 
Alliance Israelite Universelle in 1870, when 


Jewish agricultural 


90 percent of the members of the small 
Jewish community were religious Jews, living 
on charity in Jerusalem, Hebron, Safed and 
Tiberias, 

The school, which is located on the out- 
skirts of Tel Aviv, had 500 graduates up 
to the end of the First World War and 
4,000 since then. At present it has 600 
students in three-and four-year courses, The 
school’s well-developed practical agricultural 
work last year earned IL 250 per student. 


Hebrew University Celebrates 
35th Anniversary 

In July 1918, while the First Worid War 
was still raging, Dr, Chaim Weizmann, later 
first President of the State of Israel, and 
one of the earliest advocates of the idea of 
the Hebrew University, laid one of its 
twelve foundation stones. “It seems paradox- 
ical,” he declared at the modest ceremony, 
“that in a land with so sparse a population, 
in a land where everything still remains to 
be done, in a land crying out for such 
simple things as ploughs, roads, and harbors, 
we should begin by creating a center of 
spiritual and intellectual development...” 

Seven years later, when Dr, Weitzmann 
presided at the opening of the University, 
the position seemed no less paradoxical, The 
country undeveloped, and crying 
out for “simple things.” And the thousands 
who ascended Mount Scopus on April 1, 
1925, and who heard Arthur James Balfour 


was still 


declare the University open, were moved 
beyond the point of tears. 
Today, 35 years after that memorable 


event, the University is an established fact, 
and no longer the beginning of a dream 
The three research in- 
stitutes which were all that it comprised 
when it opened, 
faculties, five schools and various ancillary 
institutions, The hopes that were harbored 
then been by a record of 
solid achievement in the interests of human 
knowledge. 


come true. small 


have grown into six 


have replaced 


Agriculture and industry in the country 
have benefited from the University’s re- 
searches, while its investigations in the field 
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of medicine did much to raise health 
standards. It provides teachers for the rapidly 
growing school population and offers 
opportunities for higher studies for secondary 
school graduates. And, last but not least, 
Hebrew University scholars have played an 
indispensable role in shaping the ancient 
Hebrew language for modern usage. During 
the twelve years of the State, the University 
has suffered many hardships owing to the 
refusal of the Jordan Government to permit 
access to its premises on Mount Scopus, In 
spite of this, it has maintained its activities 
at a pace unprecedented in its history, The 
number of students has increased sevenfold; 
today there are almost 7,000, including many 
students from America, Europe, Asia and 
Africa, Its 4,770 graduates are dispersed 
throughout the country, occupying respons- 
ible posts in the Government, national in- 
stitutions, and research and scientific organiza- 
tions. 

At the University itself, where new de- 
partments are constantly being added to 
existing faculties in the new campus just 
completed at Givat Ram, Jerusalem, and 
new subjects of study introduced, research 
works of the greatest importance to Israel 
are being carried out. No less pride is 
taken by the University in its services to the 
Jewish people outside Israel, reflected in the 
fact that during the dark years of Nazi 
persecution Jewish scholars and_ students, 
driven out of universities abroad, found a 
spiritual haven within its walls, as many 
others have done since then, The University 
has of course always been open to Arabs 
as well) and the number of Arab students 
has grown to the present 67, 


Members of Arab Cooperatives Study 
in Tel Aviv 

Forty members of Arab cooperatives, as 
well as a large group from the Movement 
for Friendship and Understanding between 
Jewish and Arab Youth, are participating 
this month in a seminar for cooperative 
Cadres at the Workers’ College in Tel Aviv, 
The seminar, the third of its kind, was 
Organized by the Histadrut (General Federa- 
tion of Labor) and the Ministry of Labor. 
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ARCHAEOLOGY : 


Crusader Building Uncovered 
in Acre 

An important and previously unknown 
Crusader building, which had other structures 
built on top of it, has been uncovered in 
the old city of Acre during a basic survey 
of the town which began some ten moths ago. 

The building's heavy construction, as well 
as the firing holes which were found, in- 
dicate that it served both public and military 
purposes and that it dominated the main 
street of the Genoan Quarter of the 12th 
and 13th century Crusader city, The excava- 
tion of earth and rocks from the structure 
has been difficult, due to the need to use 
wheel-barrows to bring the debris ten meters 
to the street, since no vehicle can enter the 
narrow alleyways. This work is being carried 
out as part of the general plan to restore 


the old city. 


Archaeological Discoveries 
in the Judean Desert 

A seven-centimeter scrap of parchment 
with a passage from Psalms, chapter 15; an 
S-centimeter papyrus manuscript not yet 
deciphered; 19 copper pitchers and_ basins 
engraved with pictures; various articles of 
pottery, and many other important discoveries 
have been found by an archaeological expedi- 
tion which carried out a search in the 
Judean Desert caves. 

The expedition, which numbered 120 
people and was divided into four groups, 
was headed by Prof. Yigal Yadin, Prof. 
Avigad, Dr, Y. Aharoni and Mr, Bar-Adon. 

The expedition set out from Beersheba in 
the midst of sandstorms, Small groups of 
3-6 men went out first for a rapid survey 
of the caves, and it was then decided to con- 
centrate on a number which looked hopeful. 

The most important discoveries were made 
in a cave over 150 meters long, consisting 
of three large halls joined by very narrow 
passages, 70 meters from the top and 150 
meters from the bottom of a steep slope, which 
could be reached only by ropes and ladders. 
In this cave a side recess was found, con- 
taining baskets, skulls, bones and scraps of 
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cloth. Later, another recess was found at 
the end of the cave, containing the piece 
of parchment with the inscription from the 
Psalms. According to Dr. Yadin, the letter- 
ing resembles that of the Qumran scrolls, 
discovered in 1947. The bundles of papyrus 
were also found in this recess, 

The pitchers and basins were discovered 
by a detachment equipped with mine-detect- 
ors, which was sent with the expedition 
together with other Israel Defense Forces 
units, who were entrusted with the protec- 
tion of the expedition in this wild border 
area, The vessels were found in a corner, 
at a depth of 40 cm, in a large overturned 
basket. All except one — which is of tin — 
are of copper. They are in very good condi- 
tion, and some of them are engraved with 
pictures of human beings and eagles, Prof. 
Yadin believes that these are Roman vessels, 
and that the Jewish rebels of the Bar-Kochba 
period tried to obliterate the foreign symbols. 

A sheepskin bag, containing pieces of 
cloth, strings of beads and a woman’s mirror 
shaped like a ping-pong bat, were found in 
another part of the cave. The mirror consists 
wooden plates, which could be 
opened, to one of which a metal plate is 
attached, This cave is believed to have been 
one of the main ones in which the rebels 
concentrated during the Bar-Kochba revolt. 

Pottery and implements of the Chalcolithic 
period were found in one of the caves, as 
well as small scraps of parchment on which 
no writing was visible and a sieve in ex- 
cellent condition. 


of two 


The papyrus strip with the Greek writing 
was found in another cave on the last day 
of the search, This was one of the most 
difficult caves for access and could only be 
approached by rope-ladder from above, the 
searchers having to be attached to ropes. 


Dr. Aharoni and his group concentrated 
on the caves where they found pieces of 
scrolls and coins in January. This time, 
bronze staff-heads were found with the aid 
of mine-detectors, as well as stone staff- 
heads, numerous beads and a large ivory 
necklace, 

The expedition consisted of archaeology 


students from the Hebrew University and 
volunteers, mainly kibbutz members, 
SCIENCE : 

Water Desalination 

by Electrodialysis 

Within the next month the Negev Re 
search Institute will put into operation an 
installation for the desalination of brackish 
underground water by the electrodialytic 
method, It will operate under realistic field 
conditions and will be able to desalinate 
30 to 40 cubic meters of brackish water per 
day. This step is being taken following 
prolonged research and laboratory experi- 
ments. 

Improvements and adaptations appropriate 
to Israeli conditions have been introduced 
into the method, which is already well- 
known, by the staff of the Scientific Research 
Council and the Negev Research Institute, to 
facilitate continuous operation and to reduce 
working costs, Operations under field condi- 
tions will make it possible to investigate the 
economic profitability of the method and 
the installation’s ability to face up to real- 
istic conditions outside the laboratory, R. L. 





Transplanting Western Economics 

(continued from page 55) 
the author refers to the “Rules” for minimum 
control by governments of international eco- 
nomic relations formulated under the eco- 
nomic liberalism of the West, and the lapses 
from these Rules, both by the West and the 
Middle countries, “Having both 
broken the Rules, rich and poor countries 
now call on one another to respect them 
without making any corresponding effort to 
conform themselves. The tendency is to 
campaign for a return to the Rules whilst 
confining practical action to patching up the 
consequences of divergencies them” 
(p. 41). 

The pleasure derived from the perusal of 
this highly stimulating and suggestive frag- 
ment, however, is mingled with a feeling of 
deep regret for the author's premature death, 
which prevented the completion of an im- 
portant contribution to Middle Eastern socio- 
economic study, KURT GRUNWALD 
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To Friends in the 


After travelling through some of your 
countries I have come to Israel. I found a 
great deal of hatred and tension in those 
countries against the Jews and Israel, al- 
though most of the common people, being 
preoccupied with their day-to-day problems, 
remained indifferent to national and political 
questions. I can very well understand your 
feelings. Much injustice has been done to 
you. I have seen with my own eyes the 
miserable and heart-rending conditions of 
the refugees. But who can be blamed for 
this ? It is unfair to attribute the blame to 
one single individual or to one nation, much 
less to one community, When a_ national 
revolt and uprising take place, when com- 
munal hatred and passion are let loose, many 
horrible things happen against our own 
wishes, 

Even in a peace-loving country like India, 
where one finds the most tolerant and gentle 
people, when partition took place against 
the wish of the majority of our people 
many millions of innocent people were up- 
rooted from their homes and hundreds and 
millions of them were ruthlessly killed in 
bloody communal riots. Gandhi, who had 
often vehemently proclaimed that he would 
never allow India to be split into two, even 
if his body were cut into pieces, had to 
agree unwillingly to the partition of the 
country. We had to yield to the forces of 
circumstance and we accepted the partition 
in good spirit, even though we all knew 
that it was not the right and proper way 
to solve the problems of India, Even after 
the partition of India on the basis of re- 
ligion, almost as many Muslims live in 
India as there are in Pakistan, Excepting 
a very few fanatical and communal-minded 





Arab Countries 


Hindus, no one in India hates Pakistan. 
We have accepted the creation of Pakistan 
as a fact and we always wish her well in 
her onward progiess, 

Similarly, the forces of circumstance 
brought about the formation of Israel and 
many bitter and unpleasant things happened 
much against your avowed interests and 
objectives. What was destined to happen 
has happened and no one can check the 
tide of historical currents, Moreover, when 
a child is born it is neither just nor proper 
to think of harming and destroying it even 
if you consider it illegitimate. Let us all 
encourage it to grow up into manhood and 
to fulfill its destiny. 

The hate and animosity that prevail today 
are terrible to imagine. They poison the 
entire atmosphere and ultimately destroy one’s 
own body and mind. Nearly 2500 years ago 
a remarkable and noble son of India, one 
of the greatest teachers of mankind, taught 
us that hatred would never cease by hatred 
and that love alone would solve the problems. 
of humanity, Your great prophet also taught 
the paramount virtues of love and brother- 
hood, These great souls lived and died in 
vain if we have nothing to learn from them. 

You should also not forget the fact that 
the root from which you and the Jews have 
sprung is one and the same, and that both 
of your communities have very many things 
in common, As a true and impartial friend 
of the Arabs and the Jews, I must also tell 
you that the extent of tension and hate 
which I noticed in your countries does not 
exist here. I find everywhere in this country 
various sorts of nation-building activities, 
technological 


progress and development. 


They have already turned many parts of 
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this barren land of deserts and mountains 
into fertile fields, orchards and gardens, 

I also feel convinced that the present 
leaders of Israel are sincere in wanting peace 
and friendship with you all. If so, is it not 
better to trust their words and good inten- 
tions and to sit down with them in order 
to settle your common problems ? That would 
bring peace and stability to these West Asian 
countries and numerous benefits to all con- 
cerned, Such a wise step would make it 
impossible for any outside power to exploit 
the present situation. Such a course would 
be a matter of rejoicing for your neigbor- 
ing countries like India and Pakistan and 
for all peace-loving peoples and nations all 
over the world, 

Again I repeat that I can very well under- 
stand your feelings and the reasons for your 
bitterness. Very many tragic and unpleasant 
things have happened on both sides. But 
what purpose will it serve to hark back to 
them? I earnestly appeal to each and every 
one of you to forget the past and to start 
writing a new leaf. We, who have gone 
through these tragic events and have ex- 
perienced the horrors of war and its suffer- 
ings, should allow our children and grand- 
children to grow up in an atmosphere free 
from the poisons of hatred and prejudice, 
and to live in a world of peace and friend- 
ship. Let us all earnestly endeavor to establish 
a kingdom of benevolence in this world of 
wickedness, 


Jerusalem N.R. BALAKRISHNAN 


Readers Answer Appeal 
I herewith enclose check in response to 
appeal. I should deeply 
suspension of New Outlook. 
published in Hebrew as 
English and thus secure a wider circulation 


your regret the 


Could it 
not be well as 
in Israel, where its message is most urgently 
needed ? 
London 


Mrs. N. BIRNBAUM 


In reply to your letter of last month, I 
have pleasure in enclosing my check as a 
Contribuion to the New Outlook fund. 
London I. NATHANI 


I have received your letter with regards 
to your appeal and I promise to help. 
Manchester R. WERNER 


I reply to the appeal in the current number 
of New Outlook, and enclose my _ check 
on behalf of my wife and myself. It would 
be a tragedy if this excellent journal were 
unable to continue. 

Shinfield, Reading 
Prof. G. W. SCOTT BLAIR 


I am sorry to hear of the financial dif- 
ficulties in which Outlook finds 
itself, Please find my contribution. I would 
like to express the hope that the journal 
will be able to continue its vital function. 
London R. MOLLER 
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